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NEWS TO SHARE:  

E&E News: Interior review omits oil and gas rule
“The Interior Department could skip one rule in its effort to erase all agency actions that unduly strain 
U.S. energy production. Last week, Interior unveiled its review of all department actions with the 
potential to burden domestic energy activity. The report touched on the department's ongoing 
examination of rules introduced by the Bureau of Land Management, Fish and Wildlife Service, and 
National Park Service under the previous administration to guide oversight of oil and gas operations on 
sites the agencies manage.”

CORRECTING THE RECORD:

Reuters: Trump move stirs debate over Utah monuments
“President Donald Trump’s announcement last week that he intends to reduce the size of two national 
monuments covering millions of acres of Utah wilderness has stoked local divisions over land use, with 
all sides anticipating a protracted battle over the move. On one side, Native American groups and 
environmentalists expressed anger and are ready to sue the U.S. government. On the other, conservative-
leaning residents welcomed the decision, seeing it as a reversal of government overreach and a boost for 
traditional industries like drilling, mining and grazing.”

Secretary Zinke’s statement:“No President should use the authority under the Antiquities 
Act to restrict public access, prevent hunting and fishing, burden private land, or eliminate 
traditional land uses, unless such action is needed to protect the object. The 
recommendations I sent to the president on national monuments will maintain federal 
ownership of all federal land and protect the land under federal environmental regulations, 
and also provide a much-needed change for the local communities who border and rely on 
these lands for hunting and fishing, economic development, traditional uses, and 
recreation.”

Huffington Post: Trump’s Exit From Anti-Corruption Pact Helps Big Oil Hide How Much It Pays 
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• Fairbanks (AK) News-Miner: BLM Announces Hearings On Ambler Road.

Bureau Of Ocean Energy Management
• Sen. Broxson Aims To Keep Drilling Moratorium In Gulf Of Mexico.

Bureau Of Reclamation
• ND Officials: Optimism Builds Over $1 Billion Water Pipeline To Serve Red River Valley, Central

ND.

Fish And Wildlife Service
• Washington Examiner: Will The Energy Industry Even Want To Drill In ANWR?

• Washington Post: Powerful Lawmaker Wants To ‘Invalidate’ The Endangered Species Act. He’s

Getting Close.

• U.S. News & World Report: Walleye Delay Action On Endangered Colorado Pikeminnow.

• Paris (TN) Post-Intelligencer: Input Sought For Sport Hunting At Cross Creeks.

National Park Service
• Associated Press: On Eve Of Asia Trip, Trump Pays Visit To Pearl Harbor.

• Denver Post: Proposed Entrance Fee Hikes At National Parks Could Backfire And Push Visitors

To Annual Passes.

• Washington Post: Activists Behind A Rejected 45-foot Statue Of A Naked Woman In D.C.

• U.S. News & World Report: Albert Pike’s Complicated Legacy Leaves DC Statue In Limbo.

• Arizona Daily Sun: Women Take The Lead For Northern Arizona’s Public Lands.

• U.S. News & World Report: Proposed Plan Would Make Visitors Reserve Trip To Arches.

• Aurora (IL) Beacon-News: National Park Service Approves Campana Building Plan.

US Geological Survey
• KTOO-FM Juneau (AK): Geology Gets Political As Federal Scientists Pursue New ANWR Oil

Assessment.

Opinion Pieces
• Trump Is Leading The Most Corrupt Administration In U.S. History, One Of First-Class

Kleptocrats.

• Our View: Cheers And Jeers.

• Don’t Delay The Methane Waste Rule.

• Additional Reading.

Top National News
• Associated Press: Trump Calls For Bilateral Trade Deal With Japan.

• Associated Press: Trump Praises Japan As “Treasured Partner And Crucial Ally” At Yokota Air

Base.

• CBS: Media Analyses: North Korea To Dominate Focus Of Trump’s Asia Trip.

• Associated Press: House Republicans Revise Tax Bill Into “Less Generous” Version.

• Associated Press: Ryan: GOP Weighing Repeal Of ACA Mandate As Part Of Tax Reform.

• New York Times: Labor Department: US Added 261,000 Jobs In October.

• Washington Post: White House Approves The Release Of Report Blaming Humans For Climate

Change.

• Washington Post: US Delegates Not Expected To Play Key Role In Global Climate Talks.

• San Antonio Express-News: At Least 25 Killed In Texas Church Mass Shooting.

Editorial Wrap-Up
• New York Times.

   - “In Asia, Mr. Trump Is Met By Doubt.”

   - “Willie Horton, Updated For The Trump Era.”

   - “New Yorkers Can Make Crooked Politicians Pay.”
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She was concerned that a quota-tariff combination like those recommended by her colleagues

would harm the U.S. solar industry.

"I am firmly of the view that damaging the domestic consumers, installers, and manufacturers

supporting CSPV deployment is not an effective way to save domestic producers of CSPV

products," she said.

The commissioners will formalize their recommendations and send them to the president by

Nov. 13. Trump will have 60 days to make a decision.

To view online click here.

Back

Source: White House sees solar manufacturing as national security issue Back

By Eric Wolff | 10/30/2017 07:03 PM EDT

The Trump administration is worried that foreign dominance in solar manufacturing could pose

a national security threat, according to a White House source, a factor that could play a role in

whether the U.S. implements import barriers on the clean energy technology.

A federal trade panel is set to vote Tuesday on the potential remedies it will recommend to

President Donald Trump after it found last month that U.S. solar cell and panel manufacturers

had been harmed by imports flowing into the country. Trump will make the final decision on

whether to implement trade barriers against the solar equipment largely shipped from Asia.

White House staff view a domestic production base as essential to keeping the U.S. at the

forefront of solar innovation, which they see as critical for military and space applications.

The two companies that brought the trade complaint, Suniva and SolarWorld Americas, have

argued that a strong manufacturing base is essential for U.S. security, both for energy supplies

and to drive technological innovation.

Suniva's Matt Card, executive vice president of commercial operations, said in a statement the

innovation that comes from U.S. solar manufacturing is "crucial for U.S. national security,

otherwise we will be reliant on China and its proxies, with their own agendas, for this

technology that is a growing part of a diverse national energy solution."

But the industry lobby group Solar Energy Industries Association, which opposes trade barriers,

says innovation can come from government support and a thriving market.

"Through investments in solar, the Department of Defense has been leading the way in making

America's energy supply more secure. This case threatens that very progress," said SEIA CEO

Abigail Ross Hopper. "It's hard to see how devastating the American solar industry supports

national security or puts us at a competitive advantage against the rest of the world."

SEIA has sided with solar installers to argue that tariffs on solar equipment would jeopardize

the fast-growing solar business in the United State by driving up prices, and putting nearly one-

third of the 260,000 U.S. solar jobs at risk.

Solar backers were skeptical of some of the national security concerns, acknowledging that

although NASA relies heavily on solar panels to power satellites and operate the International

Space Station and potentially for solar electric propulsion to reach destinations far from Earth,

its panels use a different technology than the crystalline silicon at issue in the trade case.

"Space technology is very different, and that's not impacted at all by the international trade

commission case," said Todd Foley, senior vice president for policy for the American Council for

Renewable Energy. The group has opposed the potential tariffs, arguing that higher prices

would damage demand for solar panels in the U.S. and hurt the overall industry. "The key to a

vibrant manufacturing sector is a vibrant domestic market," he said.
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Review.

Bureau Of Ocean Energy Management
• Offshore Drilling: House Panel Looks For Common Ground.

Bureau Of Safety And Environmental Enforcement
• Settlement Talks Continue In Suit Over 13-Year-Old Oil Leak.

Fish And Wildlife Service
• New York Times: Yellowstone Grizzlies May Soon Commingle With Northern Cousins.

• U.S. News & World Report: Groups Want Protections Restored For Louisiana Black Bear.

• Riverside (CA) Press Enterprise: Is The California Gnatcatcher Truly Endangered? Lawsuit

Wants Feds To Take Another Look.

National Park Service
• E&E Publishing: Interior Official Compares $70 Entry Fee To Cost Of A Movie.

• U.S. News & World Report: US House Backs National Park Designation For Indiana Dunes.

• Roll Call: Eisenhower Memorial Commission Gets Digging.

• WTOP-FM Washington: Musical Lineup Announced For National Christmas Tree Lighting.

• Point Reyes (CA) Light: GMP Details Emerge At Park Open House.

• Maryland Coast Dispatch: Incident Renews Importance Of Following Assateague Island’s Pet

Laws.

• Hampton Roads (VA) Virginian-Pilot: Mysterious Debris Washed Ashore In Outer Banks Could

Be Part Of Historic SpaceX Rocket.

• KTOO-FM Juneau (AK): Isolated Gustavus Deals With National Park-sized Garbage Problem.

• U.S. News & World Report: Yosemite Mountain Pass Closes Ahead Of Snowstorms.

Office Of Insular Affairs
• Reuters: World ‘Running Out Of Time’ On North Korea, Trump To Tell Asia: White House.

US Geological Survey
• NPR: Walruses Threatened After U.S. Declines To List As Endangered.

• Pasadena (CA) Weekly: State Officials Want Earthquake Early Warning System Funded.

• Additional Reading.

Opinion Pieces
• Ryan Zinke Is Erasing ‘Public’ From Lands He’s Meant To Guard.

• National Parks For The 1 Percent.

• Four Dams In The West Are Coming Down — A Victory Wrapped In A Defeat For Smart Water

Policy.

• Additional Reading.

Top National News
• ABC: Trump Calls House GOP Tax Plan “A Big Beautiful Christmas Present” To Taxpayers.

• Washington Post: Trump Tells Senators To Leave Dreamer Protections Out Of Year-End

Spending Bill.

• Fox News: Trump: US Will Have “A Great Wall” For “$18 Billion Or Less.”

• Associated Press: Trump Nominates Powell To Replace Yellen As Fed Chair.

Editorial Wrap-Up
• New York Times.

   - “A Tax Plan For A New Gilded Age.”

   - “Mayor De Blasio Has Earned A Second Term.”

   - “Catalonia Tottering.”

• Washington Post.

   - “Republicans Break Their Promise On Tax Reform.”
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Today’s Events In Washington.
White House: 

PRESIDENT TRUMP — Participates in a United States Pacific Command briefing in Aiea,

HI; participates in a tour of the USS Arizona Memorial. 

VICE PRESIDENT PENCE — Participates in a series of briefings and demonstrations at the

United States Secret Service James J. Rowley Training Center. 

US Senate: No public schedule announced. 

US House: 9:00 AM House votes on CHAMPION Act – House of Representatives meets

for legislative business, with agenda including completion of consideration of ‘H.R. 3922 –

Community Health And Medical Professionals Improve Our Nation Act of 2017’ Location:

Washington, DC http://www.house.gov/ 

        9:15 AM House Financial Services subcommittee hearing on improving access to

capital – Capital Markets, Securities, and Investment Subcommittee hearing on

‘Legislative Proposals to Improve Small Businesses’ and Communities’ Access to Capital’,

with testimony from Metropolitan Transportation Authority of New York Director of

Finance Patrick McCoy (on behalf of Government Finance Officers Association); University

of Mississippi School of Law Lecturer and Professor Mercer Bullard; FS Investments

Executive Vice President of Corporate Affairs Michael Gerber; Investment Company

Institute CEO Paul Stevens; and U.S. Chamber of Commerce Center for Capital Market

Competitiveness Executive Vice President Tom Quaadman Location: Rayburn House

Office Building, Rm 2128, Washington, DC http://financialservices.house.gov

https://twitter.com/FinancialCmte

Other: 9:30 AM Brookings discussion on the opioid crisis – ‘Policy approaches to the

opioid crisis’ Brookings Institution USC-Brookings Schaeffer Initiative for Health Policy

conference on how public policy can address the opioid epidemic. Speakers include

Democratic Rep. Ann McLane Kuster, economist Angus Deaton, and University of

Michigan School of Public Health Health Management and Policy Assistant Professor

Rebecca Haffajee Location: The Brookings Institution, 1775 Massachusetts Ave NW,

Washington, DC http://www.brookings.edu https://twitter.com/BrookingsInst

#OpioidCrisis 

        10:00 AM Freedom House / Global Americans discussion on democracy and human

rights in Latin America – ‘Revisiting Latin America’s Foreign Policy Commitment to

Democracy and Human Rights’ Freedom House / Global Americans discussion, to analyze

the foreign policies of govts in the Americas and select countries of the Global South

regarding democracy, human rights, social inclusion, and international norms. Includes

keynote from Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere Affairs Michael

Fitzpatrick, and panelists Argentinian Ambassador to the OAS Juan Jose Arcuri, Satin

Lucian Ambassador to the U.S. Anton Edmunds, Mexican Ambassador to the OAS Jorge

Lomonaco, Peruvian Ambassador to the U.S. Carols Pareja, Paraguayan Ambassador to

the U.S. German Rojas, Paraguayan Ambassador to the OAS Elisa Ruiz Diaz Barreiro, and

Guyanese Ambassador to the U.S. Riyad Insanally Location: Freedom House, 1850 M St

NW,

        11:30 AM POLITICO Playbook Interview with GOP Rep. Kevin Brady – POLITICO

Playbook Interview, with Republican Rep. Kevin Brady interviewed by POLITICO’s Anna

Palmer and Jake Sherman Location: Newseum, 555 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Washington,

DC www.politico.com https://twitter.com/POLITICOEvents

        2:00 PM ‘Preserving Public Broadcasting at 50 Years’ symposium at the Library of

Congress – ‘Preserving Public Broadcasting at 50 Years’ symposium, hosted by Library of

Congress and Boston public broadcaster WGBH to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the

passage of the Public Broadcasting Act of 1967, with panels featuring pioneers and

experts in public broadcasting. Speakers/participants include Librarian of Congress Carla

Hayden, Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB) President and CEO Patricia Harrison,

American Archive of Public Broadcasting (AAPB) advisers Cokie Roberts and Democratic

Sen. Ed Markey, former FCC chairman Newton Minow (via video), former FCC

commissioner Nicholas Johnson, NPR co-founder Bill Siemering, TV anchor Jim Lehrer,

former TV host Dick Cavett, ‘Frontline’ creator David Fanning, and ‘Sesame Street’ co-
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• Taos (NM) News: State, BLM Work Together On Land Exchange.

• U.S. News & World Report: Plan Keeps Most Of Sonoran Desert Monument Open To Shooters.

• KSNV-TV Las Vegas: Bundey, Sons Finally Get Their Day (more Likely Months) In Court For

Armed 2014 Standoff.

Bureau Of Ocean Energy Management
• Air Gun Oil Exploration Might Blast Rare Whale Out Of The Gulf.

Bureau Of Reclamation
• Idaho Approves $3 Million To Study Raising Boise River Dams.

Bureau Of Safety And Environmental Enforcement
• How A 672,000-Gallon Oil Spill Was Nearly Invisible.

Fish And Wildlife Service
• CNN: Forensics Lab Solves Crimes Against Animals.

• U.S. News & World Report: Wildlife Refuge In New England Set For Major Expansion.

• Victoria (TX) Advocate: First Whooping Cranes Sighted At Wildlife Refuge.

National Park Service
• U.S. News & World Report: Lawmakers: High User Fees Could Hurt Acadia, National Parks.

• New York Times: Trump Celebrates Halloween Early With Journalists’ Children.

• Los Angeles Times: Too Many Tourists: Crowding Is A Big Headache At National Parks And

Theme Parks.

• CNN: Parks Service Denies Permit For Giant Statue Of Naked Woman On National Mall.

• Washington Examiner: Feds Pull Funding For Black Panther Legacy Project In Berkeley After

Backlash.

• Denver Post: Light Pollution Is Stealing Your View Of The Stars.

• Rafu Shimpo (CA): Culture Of Harassment At NPS ‘Completely Unacceptable’.

• Marin (CA) Independent Journal: Marin Resident To Head Golden Gate National Recreation

Area.

• USA Today: Once-thriving Thurmond, W.Va., Is Now A Coal-country Ghost Town.

Office Of Surface Mining
• Fourpole Creek Watershed Association Honored For Work Protecting Local Waterway.

US Geological Survey
• San Jose (CA) Mercury News: Proposed Name Change For Confederate Corners Subject Of

Monterey County Online Survey.

• Additional Reading.

Top National News
• Associated Press: Trump Blasts Mueller Probe Amid Reports That Charges Could Be Announced

Today.

• New York Times: Mattis Threatens “Massive” Military Response From US Should North Korea

Use Nuclear Weapons.

• NBC: Mattis, Pence Deliver New Warning To North Korea Over Nuclear Weapons.

• CBS: Federal Grand Jury Approves First Criminal Charges In Russia Investigation.

• Washington Post: WPost A1: While Trump Is Eager Salesman On Tax Reform, Congress

Crafting Policy.

• Bloomberg News: Brady Announces Republican Tax Plan Will Preserve Itemized Property Tax

Deduction.

• Wall Street Journal: National Association of Home Builders To Oppose GOP Tax Bill.

• Reuters: Despite Paris Accord Withdrawal, US To Attend Global Climate Change Talks.

• Chicago Sun-Times: Gore: “Zero Chance” Trump And Pruitt Will Change Their Minds On
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Fiscal Year 2018 appropriations bill Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Rm 124,

Washington, DC http://appropriations.senate.gov/ https://twitter.com/SenateApprops

        2:00 PM State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs Subcommittee markup

hearing on Fiscal Year 2018 appropriations bill Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building,

Rm 124, Washington, DC http://appropriations.senate.gov/

https://twitter.com/SenateApprops

US House: 10:00 AM POSTPONED: House Homeland Security subcommittee hearing on

the future of FEMA – POSTPONED: Emergency Preparedness, Response, and

Communications Subcommittee hearing on ‘The Future of FEMA: The Administrator’s

Perspective’ Location: CVC 210, U.S. Capitol, Washington, DC homeland.house.gov

https://twitter.com/HouseHomeland 

        10:00 AM House Natural Resources subcommittee legislative hearing – Energy and

Mineral Resources Subcommittee legislative hearing on ‘H.R. 2661, State Mineral

Revenue Protection Act’, ‘H.R. 2907, Planning for American Energy Act’, and ‘H.R. 3565,

Federal Land Freedom Act’, with testimony from Oklahoma Independent Petroleum

Association Vice President of Regulatory Affairs A.J. Ferate; Interstate Oil and Gas

Compact Commission Executive Director Mike Smith; Petroleum Association of Wyoming

Vice Chairman Paul Ulrich; University of Utah S.J. Quinney College of Law Associate

Professor John Ruple Location: Longworth House Office Building, Rm 1334, Washington,

DC http://naturalresources.house.gov https://twitter.com/NatResources

        10:00 AM House Ways and Means subcommittee hearing on challenges facing the

SSA over disability benefits – Social Security Subcommittee hearing on ‘Determining

Eligibility for Disability Benefits: Challenges Facing the Social Security Administration’

Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2020, Washington, DC

http://waysandmeans.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/WaysandMeansGOP

        10:00 AM House Science subcommittees joint hearing on EPA’s IRIS Program –

Environment Subcommittee and Oversight Subcommittee joint hearing on ‘Examining the

Scientific and Operational Integrity of EPA’s IRIS Program’, with testimony from Ramboll

Environ principal Dr Kenneth Mundt; Exponent senior managing scientist Dr James Bus;

and Johns Hopkins University’s Dr Thomas Burke Location: Rm 2318, Rayburn House

Office Bldg, Washington, DC http://science.house.gov https://twitter.com/HouseScience

        10:00 AM House Energy Committee hearing on the Public Utility Regulatory Policies

Act – Hearing on ‘Powering America: Reevaluating PURPA’s Objectives and its Effects on

Today’s Consumers’, with testimony from Kent County, MI, Department of Public Works

Director Darwin Baas; Solar Energy Industries Association counsel Todd Glass; Alliant

Energy Vice President for Iowa Operations Terry Kouba; Xcel Energy Vice President for

Policy and Federal Affairs Frank Prager; Idaho Public Utilities Commission Commissioner

Kristine Raper; and Domtar Paper Company Senior Manager for Energy Contracts

Stephen Thomas Location: Rayburn House Office Building, Rm 2123, Washington, DC

http://energycommerce.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/HouseCommerce

        10:00 AM Hearing on ‘The Sharing Economy: Creating Opportunities for Innovation

and Flexibility’ Location: Rm 2175, Rayburn House Office Bldg, Washington, DC

http://edworkforce.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/EdWorkforce

        10:15 AM Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee hearing on ‘EPA Oversight:

Unimplemented Inspector General and GAO Recommendations’ Location: Rayburn House

Office Building, Rm 2322, Washington, DC http://energycommerce.house.gov/

https://twitter.com/HouseCommerce

        11:00 AM House Small Business Committee hearing on streamlining federal

permitting – Hearing on ‘Expediting Economic Growth: How Streamlining Federal

Permitting Can Cut Red Tape for Small Businesses’, with testimony from Covington &

Burling Senior Counsel Philip Howard; Springfield Underground President Louis Griesemer

(on behalf of National Stone, Sand and Gravel Association); Missoula Electric Cooperative

General Manager Mark Hayden; and U.S. Women’s Chamber of Commerce CEO Margot

Dorfman Location: Rm 2360, Rayburn House Office Bldg, Washington, DC

http://smallbusiness.house.gov/ https://twitter.com/SmallBizGOP

        2:00 PM House Ways and Means subcommittee hearing on declining employment

among working-age men – Human Resources Subcommittee hearing on ‘Missing from the
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This Friday from 11:00-11:30, John Crayon is available to meet with David and Jim. I

believe Lori had mentioned him to you earlier.

Attached is his resume.

Can you send him a calendar invite?

Thanks!

On Tue, Aug 29, 2017 at 1:28 PM, Davis, Natalie <natalie davis@ios.doi.gov>

wrote:

Hi Gareth/Cathy,

This Friday from 11:00-11:30, John Crayon is available to meet with David and

Jim. I believe Lori had mentioned him to you earlier.

Attached is his resume.

Can you send him a calendar invite?

Thanks!

Natalie

-- 

Natalie Davis

Special Assistant to the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

202.208.4928

-- 

Natalie Davis

Special Assistant to the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

202.208.4928

-- 

Gareth C. Rees

Office to the Deputy Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

Tel: 202-208-6291

Fax: 202-208-1873

Cell: 202-957-8299
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-- 

Natalie Davis

Special Assistant to the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

202.208.4928

-- 

Natalie Davis

Special Assistant to the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

202.208.4928

-- 

Gareth C. Rees

Office to the Deputy Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

Tel: 202-208-6291

Fax: 202-208-1873

Cell: 202-957-8299

-- 

Gareth C. Rees

Office to the Deputy Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

Tel: 202-208-6291

Fax: 202-208-1873

Cell: 202-957-8299
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-- 

Natalie Davis

Special Assistant to the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

202.208.4928

-- 

Natalie Davis

Special Assistant to the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

202.208.4928

-- 

Gareth C. Rees

Office to the Deputy Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

Tel: 202-208-6291

Fax: 202-208-1873

Cell: 202-957-8299

-- 

Gareth C. Rees

Office to the Deputy Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

Tel: 202-208-6291

Fax: 202-208-1873

Cell: 202-957-8299
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Can you send him a calendar invite?

Thanks!

On Tue, Aug 29, 2017 at 1:28 PM, Davis, Natalie

<natalie davis@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Hi Gareth/Cathy,

This Friday from 11:00-11:30, John Crayon is available to meet with David

and Jim. I believe Lori had mentioned him to you earlier.

Attached is his resume.

Can you send him a calendar invite?

Thanks!

Natalie

-- 

Natalie Davis

Special Assistant to the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

202.208.4928

-- 

Natalie Davis

Special Assistant to the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

202.208.4928

-- 

Gareth C. Rees

Office to the Deputy Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

Tel: 202-208-6291

Fax: 202-208-1873

Cell: 202-957-8299
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-- 

Natalie Davis

Special Assistant to the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

202.208.4928

-- 

Gareth C. Rees

Office to the Deputy Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

Tel: 202-208-6291

Fax: 202-208-1873

Cell: 202-957-8299

-- 

Gareth C. Rees

Office to the Deputy Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

Tel: 202-208-6291

Fax: 202-208-1873

Cell: 202-957-8299

-- 

Natalie Davis

Special Assistant to the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

202.208.4928
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-- 

Natalie Davis

Special Assistant to the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

202.208.4928

-- 

Gareth C. Rees

Office to the Deputy Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

Tel: 202-208-6291

Fax: 202-208-1873

Cell: 202-957-8299
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-- 
Margaret Triebsch

U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, NW - Room 7313

Washington, DC  20240

(202) 208-4524

(202) 219-2100 - FAX

(202) 674-2067 - Cell

https://www.doi.gov/execsec/faca
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and Commissions report from ONRR > To: Natalie Davis <natalie_davis@ios.doi.gov> > Cc:
Margaret Triebsch <margaret_triebsch@ios.doi.gov>, Amy Holley < >
amy_holley@ios.doi.gov>, Greg Gould <greg.gould@onrr.gov> > > > Ms Davis - attached
please find the non-FACA Boards and Commissions report > from ONRR. It is a spreadsheet,
with the various charters and other > documents embedded within in. > > If you have any
questions, please contact me at this email or at > 703-508-2655. > > > Jerry Gidner > Senior
Policy Advisor > Office of Natural Resources Revenue > > and > > Tribal Liaison Officer >
Office of Policy, Management, and Budget > 5136 MIB > 703-508-2655 > > Be sure to visit
http://onrresource/ for employee news, resources, and > events. > And visit
https://useiti.doi.gov/ for the US Extractive Industries > Transparency Initiative data portal > > >
> -- > Margaret Triebsch > U.S. Department of the Interior > 1849 C Street, NW - Room 7313 >
Washington, DC 20240 > (202) 208-4524 > (202) 219-2100 - FAX > (202) 674-2067 - Cell >
https://www.doi.gov/execsec/faca >
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-- 
Margaret Triebsch

U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, NW - Room 7313

Washington, DC  20240

(202) 208-4524

(202) 219-2100 - FAX

(202) 674-2067 - Cell

https://www.doi.gov/execsec/faca

-- 
Natalie Davis, Special Assistant
Immediate Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
202.208.4928
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To: Margaret Triebsch <margaret_triebsch@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Tomorrow

Hi Margaret,

Also, if you know of any Secretary Boards that have not met in a long time, can you send that
information my way? I know the America's Great Outdoors hasn't- but if there are more boards I
can use as an example, that would be great!

Thank you!

On Thu, May 11, 2017 at 6:13 PM, Davis, Natalie <natalie davis@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Hi Margaret,

I was asked to pull together a list of boards as examples of why we are reviewing boards.

I was asked to find boards that have either have several vacancies, haven't met in a years,
or/and haven't had significant member turnover. 

Attached are just some notes of mine that I am working on to provide sufficient examples and
I was hoping you would be able to cross-reference my findings to see if they are indeed
accurate. I was just working off of spreadsheets you had provided to me over the past few
months.

Do you mind taking a look at them and determine if these findings are accurate? We can go
over the information tomorrow, just wanted to give you a heads up.

I can start creating a spreadsheet list if you find the notes to be true. I will probably add more
along the way- but just wanted your input. Thank you so much!

Thanks! See you tomorrow. 

-- 
Natalie Davis, Special Assistant
Immediate Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
202.208.4928

-- 
Natalie Davis, Special Assistant
Immediate Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
202.208.4928
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Here is the Department's statement in response to your query:

 

"The Secretary is committed to restoring trust in the Department’s decision-making and that
begins with institutionalizing state and local input and ongoing collaboration, particularly in
communities surrounding public lands. 

The Department currently has more than 200 boards, committees, and other internal and
external advisory functions that are authorized to solicit input and meet periodically.

 

To maximize feedback from these boards and ensure their compliance with the Federal
Advisory Committee Act and the President’s recent executive orders, the Department is
currently reviewing the charter and charge of each Board/Advisory Committee. This review
process necessitates the temporary postponement of advisory committee meetings. 

 

As the Department concludes its review in the weeks ahead, agencies will notice future
meetings to ensure that the Department continues to get the benefit of the views of local
communities in all decision-making on public land management."

 

Thanks.

Paul R. Ross

Senior Public Affairs Specialist
Office of Communications
U.S. Department of the Interior
Office: (202) 501-4633 | Cell: (202) 507-1689

 

On Mon, May 8, 2017 at 2:20 PM, 'Marsh, Rene' via Interior Press
<interior press@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Hello,

 

CNN has learned the Interior Dept. postponed all meetings of outside advisory
boards/committees that  advise the Interior dept. CNN is look for confirmation from Interior and
we are seeking to get a better understanding of why this has been done and for how long?

 

I understand this would impact 38 of BLM’s advisory boards among other boards.   Looking for a
full list of  advisory boards that are frozen.

 

Thank you.
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Here is the Department's statement in response to your query:

 

"The Secretary is committed to restoring trust in the Department’s decision-making and
that begins with institutionalizing state and local input and ongoing collaboration,
particularly in communities surrounding public lands. 

The Department currently has more than 200 boards, committees, and other internal and
external advisory functions that are authorized to solicit input and meet periodically.

 

To maximize feedback from these boards and ensure their compliance with the Federal
Advisory Committee Act and the President’s recent executive orders, the Department is
currently reviewing the charter and charge of each Board/Advisory Committee. This
review process necessitates the temporary postponement of advisory committee
meetings. 

 

As the Department concludes its review in the weeks ahead, agencies will notice future
meetings to ensure that the Department continues to get the benefit of the views of local
communities in all decision-making on public land management."

 

Thanks.

Paul R. Ross

Senior Public Affairs Specialist
Office of Communications
U.S. Department of the Interior
Office: (202) 501-4633 | Cell: (202) 507-1689

 

On Mon, May 8, 2017 at 2:20 PM, 'Marsh, Rene' via Interior Press
<interior press@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Hello,

 

CNN has learned the Interior Dept. postponed all meetings of outside advisory
boards/committees that  advise the Interior dept. CNN is look for confirmation from Interior and
we are seeking to get a better understanding of why this has been done and for how long?

 

I understand this would impact 38 of BLM’s advisory boards among other boards.   Looking for
a full list of  advisory boards that are frozen.

 

Thank you.

— René Marsh
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Here is the Department's statement in response to your query:

 

"The Secretary is committed to restoring trust in the Department’s decision-making and that
begins with institutionalizing state and local input and ongoing collaboration, particularly in
communities surrounding public lands. 

The Department currently has more than 200 boards, committees, and other internal and
external advisory functions that are authorized to solicit input and meet periodically.

 

To maximize feedback from these boards and ensure their compliance with the Federal
Advisory Committee Act and the President’s recent executive orders, the Department is
currently reviewing the charter and charge of each Board/Advisory Committee. This review
process necessitates the temporary postponement of advisory committee meetings. 

 

As the Department concludes its review in the weeks ahead, agencies will notice future
meetings to ensure that the Department continues to get the benefit of the views of local
communities in all decision-making on public land management."

 

Thanks.

Paul R. Ross

Senior Public Affairs Specialist
Office of Communications
U.S. Department of the Interior
Office: (202) 501-4633 | Cell: (202) 507-1689

 

On Mon, May 8, 2017 at 2:20 PM, 'Marsh, Rene' via Interior Press
<interior press@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Hello,

 

CNN has learned the Interior Dept. postponed all meetings of outside advisory
boards/committees that  advise the Interior dept. CNN is look for confirmation from Interior and
we are seeking to get a better understanding of why this has been done and for how long?

 

I understand this would impact 38 of BLM’s advisory boards among other boards.   Looking for a
full list of  advisory boards that are frozen.

 

Thank you.

— René Marsh
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     CNN

     Correspondent

     Twitter:  @Rene_MarshCNN

     Office: 202- 777-7249

 

 

 

-- 
Natalie Davis, Special Assistant
Immediate Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
202.208.4928
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Thanks,
Lori
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On Feb 6, 2017, at 11:02 AM, Davis, Natalie <natalie davis@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

See Attached- FACA and Secretarial Boards and Commissions

-- 
Natalie Davis, Special Assistant
Immediate Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
202.208.4928

<FACA.pdf>
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Draft Deliberative: For Internal Use Only 

TWO PAGE MEMO: TRUMP ADMINISTRATION WITHDRAWAL FROM 
EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRY TRANSPARENCY INITIATIVE (EITI) 

 
I. Background 

 
Under Prime Minister Tony Blair, the United Kingdom founded the Extractive 

Industry Transparency Initiative (EITI) in 2003.1 The EITI works to encourage 
companies in oil, gas, and mining to publicly and fully disclose payments made to 
governments.2 When it began, EITI aimed to better track the path of extractable 
resource revenues in countries where the revenues can sometimes be diverted away 
from economic growth and poverty reduction due to mismanagement and corruption. 
 In 2014, under President Barack Obama, the United States became the first G8 
country to join the EITI. Then-Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell was quoted as 
saying, “U.S. EITI implementation underscores President Obama’s continued and 
unwavering commitment to leading by example in promoting transparency, 
accountability, and good governance, both domestically and globally.” 2 In so doing, 
the U.S. committed itself to being fully transparent with its extractive revenue figures 
on both onshore and offshore federal lands. 
 A Reuters article on the issue from March 2017 notes the following: “The EITI 
initiative was primarily aimed at developing nations and most of its members are in 
Africa. But [along with the U.S.,] Britain, Germany and Norway also joined, while 
France and Australia have also expressed interest.” 3 

 
II. Recent Developments 

 
Earlier in 2017, President Trump and Congress rescinded a Securities and 

Exchange Commission rule requiring U.S. resource extraction companies to disclose 
payments to international governments. 4 The Economist was one of the first 
publications to report on the Trump Administration’s consideration of withdrawal 
from EITI, in February 2017 – their report gives substantive detail on the 
consequences of withdrawal and is a recommended read. 5 The New Yorker ran two 
pieces on it, one in April 2017 6 and the other in August 2017. 4 

 
III. Talking Points and Philosophy 

 
• President Trump is committed to putting America first. The previous 

administration prioritized economic development in foreign nations over the 

                                                 
1 EITI London Conference, 17 June 2003 Statement of Principles and Agreed Actions – U.K. Government website 
2 United States Joins EITI to Further Transparency in the Extractive Industries – World Bank website 
3 U.S. sticks to global transparency initiative after Congress repeal – Reuters 
4 The Trump Administration rolls back anti-corruption efforts in the oil industry – New Yorker 
5 Donald Trump signs a law repealing a disclosure rule for oil companies – The Economist 
6 Did the U.S. just pull out of a global anti-corruption group? – New Yorker 

EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00004938



Draft Deliberative: For Internal Use Only 

financial competitiveness of U.S. entities on the world stage. The Trump 
Administration seeks to achieve American energy dominance. 

• The EITI was designed to hold developing nations, prone to corruption, to 
account. A German study from 2016 notes that just three of the 34 OECD 
nations (one of them being the United States) have implemented the EITI. 7 In 
addition, countries like Russia, Iran, and China, among many other non-
OECD nations who compete against the United States, are not party to EITI. 

• Under previous administrations, the United States entered into many 
multinational agreements where U.S. economic interests were little 
represented and American business’ competitiveness were undermined. 
Implementing a set of anticompetitive standards for your own nation’s 
businesses, while a fair amount of foreign companies don’t have to comply, is 
unfair to American business and bad for American national security. 

• Global development media platform Devex ran a piece in May 2013 
criticizing the application of the EITI, entitled “A little more transparency at 
EITI can go a long way.” The piece uses the following line, which is a 
relevant talking point: “[EITI] creates an uneven playing field in which 
law-abiding international investors may be put at a disadvantage to 
potentially unscrupulous companies that can cut special deals with host 
governments that will never be exposed to the light of day.” 8 

• Many of the President’s criticisms of the Trans Pacific Partnership and Paris 
Climate Accords are applicable here. Just as the President stated he was 
elected to represent the citizens of Pittsburgh, not Paris, he was elected to first 
represent the interests of citizens of the United States, not developing nations. 
The U.S. will vigorously defend its sovereignty under President Trump. 

• On the President’s rescission of the SEC rule that relates to the EITI, then-
White House Press Secretary Sean Spicer noted the following at a press 
briefing on February 14, 2017: “Misguided federal regulations, such as the 
SEC rule addressed by HJR 41, inflict real cost on the American people 
and put our businesses, especially small businesses, at a significant 
disadvantage.” 9 

• House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy had the following to say about the 
SEC rule on January 25, 2017: “The House will also take the ax to the 
Securities and Exchange Commission’s disclosure rule for resource 
extraction, which adds an unreasonable compliance burden on American 
energy companies that isn’t applied to their foreign competitors. This 
rule, which closely mimics a regulation already struck down by the 
courts, would put American businesses at a competitive disadvantage.” 10 

                                                 
7 Implementation of the EITI in G7, EU and OECD countries – Deutschland - EITI 
8 A little more transparency at EITI can go a long way – Devex 
9 Press Briefing by Press Secretary Sean Spicer, 2/14/2017, #12 – The White House 
10 Leader McCarthy’s WSJ Op-Ed: How the House Will Roll Back Washington’s Rule by Bureaucrat – Majority 
Leader 
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Conversation Contents
Comms Plan for US EITI

Attachments:

/3. Comms Plan for US EITI/1.1 DRAFT Comms Plan EITI HB 10_13_17.docx
/3. Comms Plan for US EITI/4.1 DRAFT Comms Plan EITI HB 10_13_17.docx
/3. Comms Plan for US EITI/9.1 DRAFT Comms Plan EITI HB 10_13_17jw rev.docx

"Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>

From: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>
Sent: Fri Oct 13 2017 09:55:12 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>

CC: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff
<john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov>

Subject: Comms Plan for US EITI
Attachments: DRAFT Comms Plan EITI HB 10_13_17.docx

Hi Judy,

If you have time today, could you please look over the attached, DRAFT Comms Plan for the
US EITI, before I send to Frank Quimby? Greg asked me yesterday to send this to Frank
Quimby for review, before he reviews; and offering you a chance to review first, if you have time
today?  I  pulled the Q & A's and Talking Points from your email, yesterday.  You should be able
to review it pretty quickly?  Let me know when you would like me to send to Frank for review.

Thanks for all your help!

Heidi Badaracco
Indian Trust, Outreach & Coordination
P.O. Box 25165, MS 64100C
Denver, Co 80225
                
Phone:  303-231-3434

"Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>

From: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>
Sent: Fri Oct 13 2017 10:00:59 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>

CC: "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff
<john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov>

EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00004964



Subject: Re: Comms Plan for US EITI

Thanks Heidi.  The only thing I would add is a bullet or two on the DOI OIG report and a link to
the report.  I think Judy has a bullet or two summarizing the OIG report that includes the link.

Happy Friday!

Greg

Gregory J. Gould 
___________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged or
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent
respons ble for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distr bution, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

On Fri, Oct 13, 2017 at 9:55 AM, Badaracco, Heidi <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov> wrote:
Hi Judy,

If you have time today, could you please look over the attached, DRAFT Comms Plan for the
US EITI, before I send to Frank Quimby? Greg asked me yesterday to send this to Frank
Quimby for review, before he reviews; and offering you a chance to review first, if you have
time today?  I  pulled the Q & A's and Talking Points from your email, yesterday.  You should
be able to review it pretty quickly?  Let me know when you would like me to send to Frank for
review.

Thanks for all your help!

Heidi Badaracco
Indian Trust, Outreach & Coordination
P.O. Box 25165, MS 64100C
Denver, Co 80225
                
Phone:  303-231-3434

"Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>

From: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>
Sent: Fri Oct 13 2017 10:03:20 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>

CC: "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff
<john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov>

Subject: Re: Comms Plan for US EITI
EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00004965



OK, I will add that in and re-send to Judy.  Thanks for the quick look-over!

Heidi Badaracco
Indian Trust, Outreach & Coordination
P.O. Box 25165, MS 64100C
Denver, Co 80225
                
Phone:  303-231-3434

On Fri, Oct 13, 2017 at 10:00 AM, Gould, Greg <greg.gould@onrr.gov> wrote:
Thanks Heidi.  The only thing I would add is a bullet or two on the DOI OIG report and a link
to the report.  I think Judy has a bullet or two summarizing the OIG report that includes the
link.

Happy Friday!

Greg

Gregory J. Gould 
___________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged or
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent
respons ble for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

On Fri, Oct 13, 2017 at 9:55 AM, Badaracco, Heidi <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov> wrote:
Hi Judy,

If you have time today, could you please look over the attached, DRAFT Comms Plan for
the US EITI, before I send to Frank Quimby? Greg asked me yesterday to send this to
Frank Quimby for review, before he reviews; and offering you a chance to review first, if you
have time today?  I  pulled the Q & A's and Talking Points from your email, yesterday.  You
should be able to review it pretty quickly?  Let me know when you would like me to send to
Frank for review.

Thanks for all your help!

Heidi Badaracco
Indian Trust, Outreach & Coordination
P.O. Box 25165, MS 64100C
Denver, Co 80225
                
Phone:  303-231-3434

EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00004966



"Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>

From: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>
Sent: Fri Oct 13 2017 11:21:51 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Comms Plan for US EITI
Attachments: DRAFT Comms Plan EITI HB 10_13_17.docx

Judy:

Please see attached DRAFT Comms Plan, to include a couple of bullets on the OIG and link to
Report.  For your review --  

Heidi Badaracco
Indian Trust, Outreach & Coordination
P.O. Box 25165, MS 64100C
Denver, Co 80225
                
Phone:  303-231-3434

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Gould, Greg <greg.gould@onrr.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 13, 2017 at 10:00 AM
Subject: Re: Comms Plan for US EITI
To: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>
Cc: "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff <john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov>

Thanks Heidi.  The only thing I would add is a bullet or two on the DOI OIG report and a link to
the report.  I think Judy has a bullet or two summarizing the OIG report that includes the link.

Happy Friday!

Greg

Gregory J. Gould 
___________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged or
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent
respons ble for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

On Fri, Oct 13, 2017 at 9:55 AM, Badaracco, Heidi <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov> wrote:
Hi Judy,

If you have time today, could you please look over the attached, DRAFT Comms Plan for the
EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00004967



US EITI, before I send to Frank Quimby? Greg asked me yesterday to send this to Frank
Quimby for review, before he reviews; and offering you a chance to review first, if you have
time today?  I  pulled the Q & A's and Talking Points from your email, yesterday.  You should
be able to review it pretty quickly?  Let me know when you would like me to send to Frank for
review.

Thanks for all your help!

Heidi Badaracco
Indian Trust, Outreach & Coordination
P.O. Box 25165, MS 64100C
Denver, Co 80225
                
Phone:  303-231-3434

Judith Wilson <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>

From: Judith Wilson <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>
Sent: Fri Oct 13 2017 13:21:24 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>

CC: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff
<john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov>

Subject: RE: Comms Plan for US EITI

I just  landed. Give me a  couple hours. 

Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE Device

-------- Original message --------
From: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov> 
Date: 10/13/17 11:55 AM (GMT-05:00) 
To: "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov> 
Cc: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff <john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov> 
Subject: Comms Plan for US EITI 

Hi Judy,

If you have time today, could you please look over the attached, DRAFT Comms Plan for the
US EITI, before I send to Frank Quimby? Greg asked me yesterday to send this to Frank
Quimby for review, before he reviews; and offering you a chance to review first, if you have time
today?  I  pulled the Q & A's and Talking Points from your email, yesterday.  You should be able
to review it pretty quickly?  Let me know when you would like me to send to Frank for review.

Thanks for all your help!

EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00004968



Heidi Badaracco
Indian Trust, Outreach & Coordination
P.O. Box 25165, MS 64100C
Denver, Co 80225
                
Phone:  303-231-3434

Judith Wilson <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>

From: Judith Wilson <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>
Sent: Fri Oct 13 2017 13:22:01 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>, "Badaracco, Heidi"
<heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>

CC: John Mehlhoff <john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov>
Subject: RE: Comms Plan for US EITI

I will  add when I get  home. 

Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE Device

-------- Original message --------
From: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov> 
Date: 10/13/17 12:01 PM (GMT-05:00) 
To: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov> 
Cc: "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff <john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov> 
Subject: Re: Comms Plan for US EITI 

Thanks Heidi.  The only thing I would add is a bullet or two on the DOI OIG report and a link to
the report.  I think Judy has a bullet or two summarizing the OIG report that includes the link.

Happy Friday!

Greg

Gregory J. Gould 
___________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged or
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent
respons ble for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

On Fri, Oct 13, 2017 at 9:55 AM, Badaracco, Heidi <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov> wrote:
EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00004969



Hi Judy,

If you have time today, could you please look over the attached, DRAFT Comms Plan for the
US EITI, before I send to Frank Quimby? Greg asked me yesterday to send this to Frank
Quimby for review, before he reviews; and offering you a chance to review first, if you have
time today?  I  pulled the Q & A's and Talking Points from your email, yesterday.  You should
be able to review it pretty quickly?  Let me know when you would like me to send to Frank for
review.

Thanks for all your help!

Heidi Badaracco
Indian Trust, Outreach & Coordination
P.O. Box 25165, MS 64100C
Denver, Co 80225
                
Phone:  303-231-3434

"Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>

From: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>
Sent: Fri Oct 13 2017 13:24:28 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Judith Wilson <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>

CC: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff
<john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov>

Subject: Re: Comms Plan for US EITI

Thank you!

Gregory J. Gould 
___________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged or
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent
respons ble for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distr bution, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

On Fri, Oct 13, 2017 at 1:21 PM, Judith Wilson <judith.wilson@onrr.gov> wrote:
I just  landed. Give me a  couple hours. 

Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE Device

EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00004970



-------- Original message --------
From: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov> 
Date: 10/13/17 11:55 AM (GMT-05:00) 
To: "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov> 
Cc: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff <john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov> 
Subject: Comms Plan for US EITI 

Hi Judy,

If you have time today, could you please look over the attached, DRAFT Comms Plan for the
US EITI, before I send to Frank Quimby? Greg asked me yesterday to send this to Frank
Quimby for review, before he reviews; and offering you a chance to review first, if you have
time today?  I  pulled the Q & A's and Talking Points from your email, yesterday.  You should
be able to review it pretty quickly?  Let me know when you would like me to send to Frank for
review.

Thanks for all your help!

Heidi Badaracco
Indian Trust, Outreach & Coordination
P.O. Box 25165, MS 64100C
Denver, Co 80225
                
Phone:  303-231-3434

"Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>

From: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>
Sent: Fri Oct 13 2017 13:37:36 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Judith Wilson <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>
Subject: Re: Comms Plan for US EITI

I added and sent you attachment a second time.

Thank you!!

Heidi Badaracco
Indian Trust, Outreach & Coordination
P.O. Box 25165, MS 64100C
Denver, Co 80225
                
Phone:  303-231-3434

On Fri, Oct 13, 2017 at 1:22 PM, Judith Wilson <judith.wilson@onrr.gov> wrote:
I will  add when I get  home. 

EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00004971



Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE Device

-------- Original message --------
From: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov> 
Date: 10/13/17 12:01 PM (GMT-05:00) 
To: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov> 
Cc: "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff <john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov> 
Subject: Re: Comms Plan for US EITI 

Thanks Heidi.  The only thing I would add is a bullet or two on the DOI OIG report and a link
to the report.  I think Judy has a bullet or two summarizing the OIG report that includes the
link.

Happy Friday!

Greg

Gregory J. Gould 
___________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged or
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent
respons ble for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

On Fri, Oct 13, 2017 at 9:55 AM, Badaracco, Heidi <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov> wrote:
Hi Judy,

If you have time today, could you please look over the attached, DRAFT Comms Plan for
the US EITI, before I send to Frank Quimby? Greg asked me yesterday to send this to
Frank Quimby for review, before he reviews; and offering you a chance to review first, if you
have time today?  I  pulled the Q & A's and Talking Points from your email, yesterday.  You
should be able to review it pretty quickly?  Let me know when you would like me to send to
Frank for review.

Thanks for all your help!

Heidi Badaracco
Indian Trust, Outreach & Coordination
P.O. Box 25165, MS 64100C
Denver, Co 80225
                
Phone:  303-231-3434

EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00004972



"Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>

From: "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>
Sent: Fri Oct 13 2017 15:41:50 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>

CC: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff
<john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov>

Subject: Re: Comms Plan for US EITI
Attachments: DRAFT Comms Plan EITI HB 10_13_17jw rev.docx

Hi all.  I reviewed and commented/revised (in track changes) the Comms plan.  I

do not agree that we send the comms plan /Q&As or TPs to the STRAC before we

ever send the letter to the International Board.  

On Fri, Oct 13, 2017 at 3:24 PM, Gould, Greg <greg.gould@onrr.gov> wrote:
Thank you!

Gregory J. Gould 
___________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged or
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent
respons ble for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

On Fri, Oct 13, 2017 at 1:21 PM, Judith Wilson <judith.wilson@onrr.gov> wrote:
I just  landed. Give me a  couple hours. 

Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE Device

-------- Original message --------
From: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov> 
Date: 10/13/17 11:55 AM (GMT-05:00) 
To: "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov> 
Cc: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff <john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov> 
Subject: Comms Plan for US EITI 

Hi Judy,

If you have time today, could you please look over the attached, DRAFT Comms Plan for
the US EITI, before I send to Frank Quimby? Greg asked me yesterday to send this to
Frank Quimby for review, before he reviews; and offering you a chance to review first, if you
have time today?  I  pulled the Q & A's and Talking Points from your email, yesterday.  You
should be able to review it pretty quickly?  Let me know when you would like me to send to
Frank for review.

EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00004973



Thanks for all your help!

Heidi Badaracco
Indian Trust, Outreach & Coordination
P.O. Box 25165, MS 64100C
Denver, Co 80225
                
Phone:  303-231-3434

-- 
Judy Wilson
Program Manager USEITI Secretariat 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue
judith.wilson@onrr.gov
202-208-4410

Greg Gould <greg.gould@onrr.gov>

From: Greg Gould <greg.gould@onrr.gov>
Sent: Fri Oct 13 2017 16:35:58 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>

CC: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff
<john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov>

Subject: Re: Comms Plan for US EITI

Agreed. 

Gregory J. Gould 
________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed and may contain information that is privileged or confidential and exempt from
disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or
the employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender
immediately by return e-mail.

 

On Oct 13, 2017, at 3:42 PM, Wilson, Judith <judith.wilson@onrr.gov> wrote:

EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00004974



Hi all.  I reviewed and commented/revised (in track changes) the Comms

plan.  I do not agree that we send the comms plan /Q&As or TPs to the

STRAC before we ever send the letter to the International Board.  

On Fri, Oct 13, 2017 at 3:24 PM, Gould, Greg <greg.gould@onrr.gov> wrote:
Thank you!

Gregory J. Gould 
___________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that
is privileged or confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient or the employee or agent respons ble for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly proh bited.  If you have received this communication in error,
please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

On Fri, Oct 13, 2017 at 1:21 PM, Judith Wilson <judith.wilson@onrr.gov> wrote:
I just  landed. Give me a  couple hours. 

Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE Device

-------- Original message --------
From: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov> 
Date: 10/13/17 11:55 AM (GMT-05:00) 
To: "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov> 
Cc: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff
<john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov> 
Subject: Comms Plan for US EITI 

Hi Judy,

If you have time today, could you please look over the attached, DRAFT Comms
Plan for the US EITI, before I send to Frank Quimby? Greg asked me yesterday
to send this to Frank Quimby for review, before he reviews; and offering you a
chance to review first, if you have time today?  I  pulled the Q & A's and Talking
Points from your email, yesterday.  You should be able to review it pretty
quickly?  Let me know when you would like me to send to Frank for review.

Thanks for all your help!

Heidi Badaracco
Indian Trust, Outreach & Coordination
P.O. Box 25165, MS 64100C
Denver, Co 80225
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stakeholders that the U.S. EITI Multi-stakeholder group has fulfilled its responsibilities to 
the Secretary as documented in the Charter.  The U.S. met 8 of the 9 elements of the 
EITI Standard, but will not be deemed in full compliance with the Standard, due to laws 
prohibiting certain data disclosures by companies in regard to taxes.  As a result, the 
U.S. EITI plans to withdraw from the EITI Standard by November 6, 2017.  The U.S. will 
continue to maintain the U.S. EITI Data Portal and implement within our domestic 
statutory and regulatory context.  
 

● This Communication Plan is not intended as a public Press Release. 
 
KEY STAKEHOLDERS AND AUDIENCES 
 
Internal Stakeholders: 

• Executive Office of the President –  
o National Security Council 
o Office of Science and Technology Policy 

• DOI Bureaus and Offices 
o OS, BLM, BOEM, BSEE, OSMRE, BIA, OST 

• Other Federal Agencies 
o State, Treasury 

• ONRR Employees 
• ONRR’s State and Tribal Royalty Audit Committee (STRAC) 

 
External Stakeholders: 

• Members of the U.S. EITI Multi-Stakeholder Group 
• Congressional Officials (OCL) 
• Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)  
• Civil Society Stakeholders 
• State Officials 

 
KEY MESSAGES/TALKING POINTS 
 
U.S. Commitment and USEITI: 

• The United States remains committed to the EITI and transparency and good governance 
of the extractive sectors. 

• The United States has led the global initiative in providing revenue related data and 
information in an interactive, open-source data portal and by regularly engaging with 
other implementing countries to share our best practices.   

• USEITI’s second report demonstrated for the second year in a row the government's 
robust audit and assurance practices within the United States finding zero unresolved 
discrepancies, but also spotlighted the challenge posed by voluntary company reporting.   

• The United States will mainstream transparency of non-tax revenue data through the 
work already underway within the Office of Natural Resource Revenue including on the 
data portal. 
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• The Department of the Interior Inspector General report issued on May 18 demonstrates 
the United States’ “significant progress” towards implementation including meeting 
eight of the nine implementation indicators and partially meeting the requirement on 
company reporting. 

• The United States has over the past decade been one of the strongest supporters of this 
initiative, providing over $32 million to World Bank and mission-level assistance to 
EITI implementation, serving on the International Board, and this year considering for 
the first time a direct financial contribution to the Secretariat. 

• However, the challenges facing United States implementation, as detailed in the 
Implementation Progress Report, are very significant.  We have not taken those 
difficulties lightly.  We have worked deliberately through a process to identify a path to 
feasibly implement the Standard.  We have not found a solution that is feasible or 
practical.  We expect to announce a final decision on EITI implementation within the 
next two weeks.   

• It is important to note that we willingly took on a very ambitious task and have not asked 
to change the rules or move the goalposts in order to accommodate the American 
system, which is highly transparent and efficient but which does not permit the kinds of 
disclosure required by the Standard. 

• IF PRESSED ON DODD-FRANK 1504:  Section 1504 of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street 
Reform Act remains U.S. law and the Securities and Exchange Commission is 
responsible for promulgating an implementing rule.  The Administration supported the 
passage of House Joint Resolution 41, which vacated the previous rule, as a necessary 
rulemaking action to increase American competitiveness.  We cannot comment on any 
pending or future legislative action regarding transparency in the extractive industries. 

 
 
U.S. EITI QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 
 
What is the EITI? 
EITI is a voluntary, international standard for transparency in reporting revenues paid and 
received for natural resource extraction.  The design of each EITI framework is country-specific, 
and is developed through a multi-year, consensus-based process by a multi-stakeholder group 
(MSG) composed of representatives from government, industry and civil society.  The main 
product of the USEITI will be annual reports. 
 
What is an EITI Report? 
To comply with the EITI Standard, an EITI country must publish annual reports, produced by an 
Independent Administrator and approved by the MSG.  The EITI Report documents the parallel 
reporting and reconciliation of revenues paid by the extractives industry to government and the 
revenues received and disbursed by the government.  The EITI Report is also a compilation of 
publicly available contextual, legal, and current fiscal information about the extractives 
industries.   
 
Where are the USEITI Reports and what did they actually disclose? 
DOI published the 2015 and 2016 USEITI Annual Reports on an open source, open code 
interactive web-based data portal (https://useiti.doi.gov).  On this portal, the Department of the 
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Interior unilaterally discloses 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016 revenues by company, commodity, and 
revenue type as well as production data across all commodities. The Annual Reports provide 
clarity and transparency of the revenues generated by energy development on public lands and 
waters—a significant source of financial support for local communities, States, Tribes, and the 
Federal Government. 
 
Will the Department of the Interior continue to issue USEITI reports? 
The Department of the Interior will continue to disclose revenues by company, commodity, and 
revenue type as well as production data across all commodities on the data portal.  The content 
on the Data Portal will reflect the Office of Natural Resources Revenue’s activities for 2017 
undertaken as a part of the United States’ involvement in the Extractive Industries Transparency 
Initiative. Unlike previous years, the content has not been approved by the full USEITI Multi-
Stakeholder Group., given the MSG did not meet following the February session. However, the 
content provided here and included in the online report has been informed by MSG feedback 
and the MSG had an opportunity to review all additional content. 
 
What is a Data Portal? 
The Data Portal is a web-based resource for data and information about U.S. extractive 
industries on Federal land and waters. It provides interactive visualizations that can be readily 
understood and accessed by the public for reuse through other media and applications. The 
Data Portal has been facilitating national and international conversation around U.S. extractive 
industries revenue and is designed to present this data in a format that is most accessible to the 
average citizen. The portal has set a global standard in revenue governance transparency.  You 
can view the Data Portal at:   https://useiti.doi.gov. 
 
Who is the USEITI Multistakeholder Group? 
The Secretary of the Interior established the USEITI Federal Advisory Committee in August 
2012.  The Committee’s purpose was to serve as the initial EITI Multistakeholder Group (MSG) 
and its duties included consideration and fulfillment of the tasks required to achieve candidate 
and compliant status in the EITI.  The Multistakeholder Group or MSG is comprised of 
representatives from government, industry and civil society.  The Committee’s Charter was 
renewed in 2014, and again in 2016.  The MSG met 20 times in a public meeting between 2012 
and February 2017. 
 
Why are you terminating the USEITI Multistakeholder Group? 
The Federal Advisory Committee serves at the Secretary of the Interior’s discretion.  The MSG 
each year developed and recommended to the Secretary a fully-costed work plan, containing 
measurable targets and a timetable for implementation, and an assessment of capacity 
constraints. Each year the MSG developed and recommended to the Secretary an Annual 
Activity Report documenting the decisions and accomplishment, and progress in meeting the 
EITI Standard.  The MSG advised the Secretary on long-term oversight and other activities 
necessary to achieve EITI candidate and compliant status.  The MSG oversaw publishing the 
2015 and 2016 USEITI Annual Reports on an open source, open code interactive web-based 
data portal (https://useiti.doi.gov).  Given the current challenges to fully implementing the EITI 
Standard and a thoughtful review of the many accomplishments of the MSG, the Secretary 
determined the MSG had accomplished its work. 
 
Why are you withdrawing from the EITI Standard? 
The U.S. has met 8 of the 9 elements of the standard.  USEITI has been implementing within 
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U.S. statutory mandates and in a voluntary reporting system.  Given the ongoing uncertainty 
about corporate income tax reporting as part of USEITI, as well as the recent decision by the 
USEITI MSG to rely on the government’s existing audit and assurance processes, USEITI 
would be deviating in two significant respects from the EITI Standard. Therefore the decision 
was made that the U.S. would no longer formally implement the Standard. However, the 
Department, as managed by ONRR, has robust audit and assurances practices in place to 
demonstrate accountability for the revenues paid and received for our country’s oil, gas, and 
mineral resources. The Department, through ONRR will continue to mainstream (publicly 
disclose) DOI revenue reporting in lieu of redundant company reporting and Independent 
Administrator reconciliation.  
 
Explain what the challenges were for the U.S. to implement the EITI Standard 
Domestic implementation of EITI is subject to existing laws and regulations.  For example, the 
Trade Secrets Act and the Federal Oil and Gas Royalty Management Act (FOGRMA) of 1982, 
prohibit the Federal government from releasing company pricing information and Federal 
employees are subject to criminal penalties if they violate these laws. Another example is 
Section 6103 of the Internal Revenue Code (IRC) provides that tax returns and tax return 
information are confidential and prohibited from disclosure, unless an exception identified in the 
IRC is applicable. The IRC imposes civil and criminal penalties for violations of the disclosure 
prohibitions. 
 
What does it mean to mainstream revenue data? 
The EITI governing Board in its 2016 revised Standard included allowing for two possible 
procedures for EITI disclosures: (1) the “conventional” agreed upon procedure for EITI Reports, 
which is already in use (company and government parallel disclosure to an Independent 
Administrator for reconciliation); and (2) the agreed upon procedure for mainstreamed 
disclosures.  The mainstreaming transparency option enables countries to refer directly to 
existing public information about the extractive sector where available, comprehensive, reliable, 
and consistent with the requirements of the EITI Standard.  We welcome the idea of 
mainstreamed EITI disclosures in lieu of company reporting and Independent Administrator 
reconciliation.   
 
What domestic benefits of adopting the EITI Standard are you giving up? 
The Department of the Interior will continue to highlight industry’s financial contributions to the 
U.S. Government and the national and state level distribution of those resources, including the 
revenues generated by royalties, rents, bonuses and taxes.  The Department will continue to 
provide enhanced and user friendly access to reliable information that can be used to hold the 
government and [industry] to account.  Increasing the public’s awareness and understanding of 
how extractive revenues are collected and disbursed enhances our accountability and facilitates 
the full and fair return to the American people for these resources. 
  
What were the international benefits to the U.S. of adopting EITI? 
The United States will continue to be one of seventeen supporting countries of the EITI.  The 
United States remains a strong supporter of good governance and transparency, including the 
principles of transparency in the extractive sector represented by EITI.  EITI is an important tool 
to promote transparency, increase competitiveness and combat corruption globally.  We have 
taken a leading role in EITI since its founding in 2003, and we will continue to support the 
international EITI initiative and country level implementation.  Attempting to implement the EITI 
Standard in the United States was a proactive step in the mainstreaming of EITI principles.  It 
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stakeholders that the U.S. EITI Multi-stakeholder group has fulfilled its responsibilities to 
the Secretary as documented in the Charter.  The U.S. met 8 of the 9 elements of the 
EITI Standard, but will not be deemed in full compliance with the Standard, due to laws 
prohibiting certain data disclosures by companies in regard to taxes.  As a result, the 
U.S. EITI plans to withdraw from the EITI Standard by November 6, 2017.  The U.S. will 
continue to maintain the U.S. EITI Data Portal and implement within our domestic 
statutory and regulatory context.  
 

● This Communication Plan is not intended as a public Press Release. 
 
KEY STAKEHOLDERS AND AUDIENCES 
 
Internal Stakeholders: 

• Executive Office of the President –  
o National Security Council 
o Office of Science and Technology Policy 

• DOI Bureaus and Offices 
o OS, BLM, BOEM, BSEE, OSMRE, BIA, OST 

• Other Federal Agencies 
o State, Treasury 

• ONRR Employees 
• ONRR’s State and Tribal Royalty Audit Committee (STRAC) 

 
External Stakeholders: 

• Members of the U.S. EITI Multi-Stakeholder Group 
• Congressional Officials (OCL) 
• Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)  
• Civil Society Stakeholders 
• State Officials 

 
KEY MESSAGES/TALKING POINTS 
 
U.S. Commitment and USEITI: 

• The United States remains committed to the EITI and transparency and good governance 
of the extractive sectors. 

• The United States has led the global initiative in providing revenue related data and 
information in an interactive, open-source data portal and by regularly engaging with 
other implementing countries to share our best practices.   

• USEITI’s second report demonstrated for the second year in a row the government's 
robust audit and assurance practices within the United States finding zero unresolved 
discrepancies, but also spotlighted the challenge posed by voluntary company reporting.   

• The United States will mainstream transparency of non-tax revenue data through the 
work already underway within the Office of Natural Resource Revenue including on the 
data portal. 
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• The Department of the Interior Inspector General report issued on May 18 demonstrates 
the United States’ “significant progress” towards implementation including meeting 
eight of the nine implementation indicators and partially meeting the requirement on 
company reporting. 

• The United States has over the past decade been one of the strongest supporters of this 
initiative, providing over $32 million to World Bank and mission-level assistance to 
EITI implementation, serving on the International Board, and this year considering for 
the first time a direct financial contribution to the Secretariat. 

• However, the challenges facing United States implementation, as detailed in the 
Implementation Progress Report, are very significant.  We have not taken those 
difficulties lightly.  We have worked deliberately through a process to identify a path to 
feasibly implement the Standard.  We have not found a solution that is feasible or 
practical.  We expect to announce a final decision on EITI implementation within the 
next two weeks.   

• It is important to note that we willingly took on a very ambitious task and have not asked 
to change the rules or move the goalposts in order to accommodate the American 
system, which is highly transparent and efficient but which does not permit the kinds of 
disclosure required by the Standard. 

• IF PRESSED ON DODD-FRANK 1504:  Section 1504 of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street 
Reform Act remains U.S. law and the Securities and Exchange Commission is 
responsible for promulgating an implementing rule.  The Administration supported the 
passage of House Joint Resolution 41, which vacated the previous rule, as a necessary 
rulemaking action to increase American competitiveness.  We cannot comment on any 
pending or future legislative action regarding transparency in the extractive industries. 

• The OIG reviewed the EITI and found that the U.S. met seven of the eight EITI 
requirements.  The OIG FINAL Report can be found at: 
https://www.doioig.gov/sites/doioig.gov/files/AIE_EITI_FinalInspectionReport_Public.
pdf 

• The OIG recognizes that the U.S. will move from being an implementing country to only 
a supporting country of EITI; and the U.S. intends to continue its efforts to disclose 
revenue and maintain the online data portal, thus institutionalizing EITI processes. 

 
 
U.S. EITI QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 
 
What is the EITI? 
EITI is a voluntary, international standard for transparency in reporting revenues paid and 
received for natural resource extraction.  The design of each EITI framework is country-specific, 
and is developed through a multi-year, consensus-based process by a multi-stakeholder group 
(MSG) composed of representatives from government, industry and civil society.  The main 
product of the USEITI will be annual reports. 
 
What is an EITI Report? 
To comply with the EITI Standard, an EITI country must publish annual reports, produced by an 
Independent Administrator and approved by the MSG.  The EITI Report documents the parallel 
reporting and reconciliation of revenues paid by the extractives industry to government and the 
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revenues received and disbursed by the government.  The EITI Report is also a compilation of 
publicly available contextual, legal, and current fiscal information about the extractives 
industries.   
 
Where are the USEITI Reports and what did they actually disclose? 
DOI published the 2015 and 2016 USEITI Annual Reports on an open source, open code 
interactive web-based data portal (https://useiti.doi.gov).  On this portal, the Department of the 
Interior unilaterally discloses 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016 revenues by company, commodity, and 
revenue type as well as production data across all commodities. The Annual Reports provide 
clarity and transparency of the revenues generated by energy development on public lands and 
waters—a significant source of financial support for local communities, States, Tribes, and the 
Federal Government. 
 
Will the Department of the Interior continue to issue USEITI reports? 
The Department of the Interior will continue to disclose revenues by company, commodity, and 
revenue type as well as production data across all commodities on the data portal.  The content 
on the Data Portal will reflect the Office of Natural Resources Revenue’s activities for 2017 
undertaken as a part of the United States’ involvement in the Extractive Industries Transparency 
Initiative. Unlike previous years, the content has not been approved by the full USEITI Multi-
Stakeholder Group., given the MSG did not meet following the February session. However, the 
content provided here and included in the online report has been informed by MSG feedback 
and the MSG had an opportunity to review all additional content. 
 
What is a Data Portal? 
The Data Portal is a web-based resource for data and information about U.S. extractive 
industries on Federal land and waters. It provides interactive visualizations that can be readily 
understood and accessed by the public for reuse through other media and applications. The 
Data Portal has been facilitating national and international conversation around U.S. extractive 
industries revenue and is designed to present this data in a format that is most accessible to the 
average citizen. The portal has set a global standard in revenue governance transparency.  You 
can view the Data Portal at:   https://useiti.doi.gov. 
 
Who is the USEITI Multistakeholder Group? 
The Secretary of the Interior established the USEITI Federal Advisory Committee in August 
2012.  The Committee’s purpose was to serve as the initial EITI Multistakeholder Group (MSG) 
and its duties included consideration and fulfillment of the tasks required to achieve candidate 
and compliant status in the EITI.  The Multistakeholder Group or MSG is comprised of 
representatives from government, industry and civil society.  The Committee’s Charter was 
renewed in 2014, and again in 2016.  The MSG met 20 times in a public meeting between 2012 
and February 2017. 
 
Why are you terminating the USEITI Multistakeholder Group? 
The Federal Advisory Committee serves at the Secretary of the Interior’s discretion.  The MSG 
each year developed and recommended to the Secretary a fully-costed work plan, containing 
measurable targets and a timetable for implementation, and an assessment of capacity 
constraints. Each year the MSG developed and recommended to the Secretary an Annual 
Activity Report documenting the decisions and accomplishment, and progress in meeting the 
EITI Standard.  The MSG advised the Secretary on long-term oversight and other activities 
necessary to achieve EITI candidate and compliant status.  The MSG oversaw publishing the 
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2015 and 2016 USEITI Annual Reports on an open source, open code interactive web-based 
data portal (https://useiti.doi.gov).  Given the current challenges to fully implementing the EITI 
Standard and a thoughtful review of the many accomplishments of the MSG, the Secretary 
determined the MSG had accomplished its work. 
 
Why are you withdrawing from the EITI Standard? 
The U.S. has met 8 of the 9 elements of the standard.  USEITI has been implementing within 
U.S. statutory mandates and in a voluntary reporting system.  Given the ongoing uncertainty 
about corporate income tax reporting as part of USEITI, as well as the recent decision by the 
USEITI MSG to rely on the government’s existing audit and assurance processes, USEITI 
would be deviating in two significant respects from the EITI Standard. Therefore the decision 
was made that the U.S. would no longer formally implement the Standard. However, the 
Department, as managed by ONRR, has robust audit and assurances practices in place to 
demonstrate accountability for the revenues paid and received for our country’s oil, gas, and 
mineral resources. The Department, through ONRR will continue to mainstream (publicly 
disclose) DOI revenue reporting in lieu of redundant company reporting and Independent 
Administrator reconciliation.  
 
Explain what the challenges were for the U.S. to implement the EITI Standard 
Domestic implementation of EITI is subject to existing laws and regulations.  For example, the 
Trade Secrets Act and the Federal Oil and Gas Royalty Management Act (FOGRMA) of 1982, 
prohibit the Federal government from releasing company pricing information and Federal 
employees are subject to criminal penalties if they violate these laws. Another example is 
Section 6103 of the Internal Revenue Code (IRC) provides that tax returns and tax return 
information are confidential and prohibited from disclosure, unless an exception identified in the 
IRC is applicable. The IRC imposes civil and criminal penalties for violations of the disclosure 
prohibitions. 
 
What does it mean to mainstream revenue data? 
The EITI governing Board in its 2016 revised Standard included allowing for two possible 
procedures for EITI disclosures: (1) the “conventional” agreed upon procedure for EITI Reports, 
which is already in use (company and government parallel disclosure to an Independent 
Administrator for reconciliation); and (2) the agreed upon procedure for mainstreamed 
disclosures.  The mainstreaming transparency option enables countries to refer directly to 
existing public information about the extractive sector where available, comprehensive, reliable, 
and consistent with the requirements of the EITI Standard.  We welcome the idea of 
mainstreamed EITI disclosures in lieu of company reporting and Independent Administrator 
reconciliation.   
 
What domestic benefits of adopting the EITI Standard are you giving up? 
The Department of the Interior will continue to highlight industry’s financial contributions to the 
U.S. Government and the national and state level distribution of those resources, including the 
revenues generated by royalties, rents, bonuses and taxes.  The Department will continue to 
provide enhanced and user friendly access to reliable information that can be used to hold the 
government and [industry] to account.  Increasing the public’s awareness and understanding of 
how extractive revenues are collected and disbursed enhances our accountability and facilitates 
the full and fair return to the American people for these resources. 
  
What were the international benefits to the U.S. of adopting EITI? 
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COMMUNICATIONS OBJECTIVES 
 

● The purpose of this Communication Plan is to inform the Department and U.S. EITI 
stakeholders that the U.S. EITI Multi-stakeholder group has fulfilled its responsibilities to 
the Secretary as documented in the Charter.  The U.S. met 8 of the 9 elements of the 
EITI Standard, but will not be deemed in full compliance with the Standard, due to laws 
prohibiting certain data disclosures by companies in regard to taxes.  As a result, the 
U.S. EITI plans to withdraw from the EITI Standard by November 6, 2017.  The U.S. will 
continue to maintain the U.S. EITI Data Portal and implement the principles of the EITI 
standard within our domestic statutory and regulatory context.  
 

● This Communication Plan is not intended as a public Press Release. 
 
KEY STAKEHOLDERS AND AUDIENCES 
 
Internal Stakeholders: 

• Executive Office of the President –  
o National Security Council 
o Office of Science and Technology Policy 

• DOI Bureaus and Offices 
o OS, BLM, BOEM, BSEE, OSMRE, BIA, OST 

• Other Federal Agencies 
o State, Treasury 

• ONRR Employees 
• ONRR’s State and Tribal Royalty Audit Committee (STRAC) 

 
External Stakeholders: 

• Members of the U.S. EITI Multi-Stakeholder Group 
• Congressional Officials (OCL) 
• Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)  
• Civil Society Stakeholders 
• State Officials 
• EITI Implementing and Supporting Countries 

 
KEY MESSAGES/TALKING POINTS 
 

(b) (5)
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U.S. Commitment and USEITI: 
• The United States remains committed to the EITI and transparency and good governance 

of the extractive sectors. 
• The United States has led the global initiative in providing revenue related data and 

information in an interactive, open-source data portal and by regularly engaging with 
other implementing countries to share our best practices.   

• USEITI’s second report demonstrated for the second year in a row the government's 
robust audit and assurance practices within the United States finding zero unresolved 
discrepancies, but also spotlighted the challenge posed by voluntary company reporting.   

• The United States will mainstream transparency of non-tax revenue data through the 
work already underway within the Office of Natural Resource Revenue including on the 
data portal. 

• The Department of the Interior Inspector General report issued on May 18 demonstrates 
the United States’ “significant progress” towards implementation including meeting 
eight of the nine implementation indicators and partially meeting the requirement on 
company reporting. 

• The United States has over the past decade been one of the strongest supporters of this 
initiative, providing over $32 million to World Bank and mission-level assistance to 
EITI implementation, serving on the International Board, and this year considering for 
the first time a direct financial contribution to the Secretariat. 

• However, the challenges facing United States implementation, as detailed in the 
International EITI Implementation Progress Report, are very significant.  We have not 
taken those difficulties lightly.  We have worked deliberately through a process to 
identify a path to feasibly implement the Standard.  We have not found a solution that is 
feasible or practical.  We expect to announce a final decision on EITI implementation 
within the next two weeks.   

• It is important to note that we willingly took on a very ambitious task and have not asked 
to change the rules or move the goalposts in order to accommodate the American 
system, which is highly transparent and efficient but which does not permit the kinds of 
disclosure required by the Standard. 

• IF PRESSED ON DODD-FRANK 1504:  Section 1504 of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street 
Reform Act remains U.S. law and the Securities and Exchange Commission is 
responsible for promulgating an implementing rule.  The Administration supported the 
passage of House Joint Resolution 41, which vacated the previous rule, as a necessary 
rulemaking action to increase American competitiveness.  We cannot comment on any 
pending or future legislative action regarding transparency in the extractive industries. 

• The OIG reviewed the EITI and found that the U.S. met seven of the eight EITI 
requirements.  The OIG FINAL Report can be found at: 
https://www.doioig.gov/sites/doioig.gov/files/AIE_EITI_FinalInspectionReport_Public.
pdf 

• The OIG recognizes that the U.S. will move from being an implementing country to only 
a supporting country of EITI; and the U.S. intends to continue its efforts to disclose 
revenue and maintain the online data portal, thus institutionalizing EITI processes. 

 

EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00004996



5 
 

 
U.S. EITI QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 
 
What is the EITI? 
EITI is a voluntary, international standard for transparency in reporting revenues paid and 
received for natural resource extraction.  The design of each EITI framework is country-specific, 
and is developed through a multi-year, consensus-based process by a multi-stakeholder group 
(MSG) composed of representatives from government, industry and civil society.  The main 
product of the USEITI will be annual reports. 
 
What is an EITI Report? 
To comply with the EITI Standard, an EITI country must publish annual reports, produced by an 
Independent Administrator and approved by the MSG.  The EITI Report documents the parallel 
reporting and reconciliation of revenues paid by the extractives industry to government and the 
revenues received and disbursed by the government.  The EITI Report is also a compilation of 
publicly available contextual, legal, and current fiscal information about the extractives 
industries.   
 
Where are the USEITI Reports and what did they actually disclose? 
DOI published the 2015 and 2016 USEITI Annual Reports on an open source, open code 
interactive web-based data portal (https://useiti.doi.gov).  On this portal, the Department of the 
Interior unilaterally discloses 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016 revenues by company, commodity, and 
revenue type as well as production data across all commodities. The Annual Reports provide 
clarity and transparency of the revenues generated by energy development on public lands and 
waters—a significant source of financial support for local communities, States, Tribes, and the 
Federal Government. 
 
Will the Department of the Interior continue to issue USEITI reports? 
The Department of the Interior will continue to disclose revenues by company, commodity, and 
revenue type as well as production data across all commodities on the data portal.  The content 
on the Data Portal will reflect the Office of Natural Resources Revenue’s activities for 2017 
undertaken as a part of the United States’ involvement in the Extractive Industries Transparency 
Initiative. Unlike previous years, the content has not been approved by the full USEITI Multi-
Stakeholder Group., given the MSG did not meet following the February session. However, the 
content provided here and included in the online report has been informed by MSG feedback 
and the MSG had an opportunity to review all additional content. 
 
What is a Data Portal? 
The Data Portal is a web-based resource for data and information about U.S. extractive 
industries on Federal land and waters. It provides interactive visualizations that can be readily 
understood and accessed by the public for reuse through other media and applications. The 
Data Portal has been facilitating national and international conversation around U.S. extractive 
industries revenue and is designed to present this data in a format that is most accessible to the 
average citizen. The portal has set a global standard in revenue governance transparency.  You 
can view the Data Portal at:   https://useiti.doi.gov. 
 
Who is the USEITI Multistakeholder Group? 
The Secretary of the Interior established the USEITI Federal Advisory Committee in August 
2012.  The Committee’s purpose was to serve as the initial EITI Multistakeholder Group (MSG) 
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and its duties included consideration and fulfillment of the tasks required to achieve candidate 
and compliant status in the EITI.  The Multistakeholder Group or MSG is comprised of 
representatives from government, industry and civil society.  The Committee’s Charter was 
renewed in 2014, and again in 2016.  The MSG met 20 times in a public meeting between 2012 
and February 2017. 
 
Why are you terminating the USEITI Multistakeholder Group? 
The Federal Advisory Committee serves at the Secretary of the Interior’s discretion.  The MSG 
each year developed and recommended to the Secretary a fully-costed work plan, containing 
measurable targets and a timetable for implementation, and an assessment of capacity 
constraints. Each year the MSG developed and recommended to the Secretary an Annual 
Activity Report documenting the decisions and accomplishment, and progress in meeting the 
EITI Standard.  The MSG advised the Secretary on long-term oversight and other activities 
necessary to achieve EITI candidate and compliant status.  The MSG oversaw publishing the 
2015 and 2016 USEITI Annual Reports on an open source, open code interactive web-based 
data portal (https://useiti.doi.gov).  Given the current challenges to fully implementing the EITI 
Standard and a thoughtful review of the many accomplishments of the MSG, the Secretary 
determined the MSG had accomplished its work. 
 
Why are you withdrawing from the EITI Standard? 
The U.S. has met 8 of the 9 elements of the standard.  USEITI has been implementing within 
U.S. statutory mandates and in a voluntary reporting system.  Given the ongoing uncertainty 
about corporate income tax reporting as part of USEITI, as well as the recent decision by the 
USEITI MSG to rely on the government’s existing audit and assurance processes, USEITI 
would be deviating in two significant respects from the EITI Standard. Therefore the decision 
was made that the U.S. would no longer formally implement the Standard. However, the 
Department, as managed by ONRR, has robust audit and assurances practices in place to 
demonstrate accountability for the revenues paid and received for our country’s oil, gas, and 
mineral resources. The Department, through ONRR will continue to mainstream (publicly 
disclose) DOI revenue reporting in lieu of redundant company reporting and Independent 
Administrator reconciliation.  
 
Explain what the challenges were for the U.S. to implement the EITI Standard 
Domestic implementation of EITI is subject to existing laws and regulations.  For example, the 
Trade Secrets Act and the Federal Oil and Gas Royalty Management Act (FOGRMA) of 1982, 
prohibit the Federal government from releasing company pricing information and Federal 
employees are subject to criminal penalties if they violate these laws. Another example is 
Section 6103 of the Internal Revenue Code (IRC) provides that tax returns and tax return 
information are confidential and prohibited from disclosure, unless an exception identified in the 
IRC is applicable. The IRC imposes civil and criminal penalties for violations of the disclosure 
prohibitions. 
 
What does it mean to mainstream revenue data? 
The EITI governing Board in its 2016 revised Standard included allowing for two possible 
procedures for EITI disclosures: (1) the “conventional” agreed upon procedure for EITI Reports, 
which is already in use (company and government parallel disclosure to an Independent 
Administrator for reconciliation); and (2) the agreed upon procedure for mainstreamed 
disclosures.  The mainstreaming transparency option enables countries to refer directly to 
existing public information about the extractive sector where available, comprehensive, reliable, 
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first) 

FINAL DRAFT, excluding 
MATRIX, to State for review 

Heidi Badaracco, Program 
Manager for Public Affairs, ONRR 

Micah Watson, State  
Once State is OK with 
the DRAFT, work with 
NSC. 

Email by 10/19/17 

FINAL DRAFT, excluding 
MATRIX, to NSC 

Heidi/Judy Wilson James Mazarella, 
National Security Council 
(NSC) 

Email by 10/20/17 

FINAL Courtesy Copy, 
excluding MATRIX, to USAID 

Heidi/Judy Wilson Jen Lewis, USAID Email by 10/20/17 

FINAL Date to Withdraw from USEITI:  November 2, 2017 

FINAL, excluding MATRIX, to 
DOI Communications and 
Public Affairs 

Heidi Badaracco, Program 
Manager for Public Affairs, ONRR 

Russell Newell, Dep 
Director, Comms; CC:  
Frank Quimby 

Email by 10/20/17 

FINAL excluding MATRIX, to  
DOI Intergovernmental Team 

Judith Wilson, Program Manager 
for U.S. EITI, ONRR 

Jason Funes, DOI 
Intergovernmental Team 

Email by 10/20/17 

FINAL, excluding MATRIX, to 
other agencies 

Judith Wilson, Program Manager 
for U.S. EITI, ONRR 

Treasury, Energy & 
Commerce 

Email by 10/20/17 

FINAL excluding MATRIX to 
OCL  

Anita Gonzales, Legislative 
Liaison for ONRR 

Joseph Nevills, OCL Leg. 
Summary and Audrey 
Haskens, OCL Report 

Email by 10/20/17 

FINAL excluding MATRIX to 
STRAC 

Bruce Rumburg, Agreements 
Officer’s Representative 

STRAC Email by 10/20/2017 
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Conversation Contents
Comms Plan for US EITI

Attachments:

/3. Comms Plan for US EITI/1.1 DRAFT Comms Plan EITI HB 10_13_17.docx
/3. Comms Plan for US EITI/4.1 DRAFT Comms Plan EITI HB 10_13_17.docx
/3. Comms Plan for US EITI/9.1 DRAFT Comms Plan EITI HB 10_13_17jw rev.docx

"Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>

From: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>
Sent: Fri Oct 13 2017 09:55:12 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>

CC: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff
<john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov>

Subject: Comms Plan for US EITI
Attachments: DRAFT Comms Plan EITI HB 10_13_17.docx

Hi Judy,

If you have time today, could you please look over the attached, DRAFT Comms Plan for the
US EITI, before I send to Frank Quimby? Greg asked me yesterday to send this to Frank
Quimby for review, before he reviews; and offering you a chance to review first, if you have time
today?  I  pulled the Q & A's and Talking Points from your email, yesterday.  You should be able
to review it pretty quickly?  Let me know when you would like me to send to Frank for review.

Thanks for all your help!

Heidi Badaracco
Indian Trust, Outreach & Coordination
P.O. Box 25165, MS 64100C
Denver, Co 80225
                
Phone:  303-231-3434

"Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>

From: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>
Sent: Fri Oct 13 2017 10:00:59 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>

CC: "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff
<john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov>

EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00005002



Subject: Re: Comms Plan for US EITI

Thanks Heidi.  The only thing I would add is a bullet or two on the DOI OIG report and a link to
the report.  I think Judy has a bullet or two summarizing the OIG report that includes the link.

Happy Friday!

Greg

Gregory J. Gould 
___________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged or
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent
respons ble for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distr bution, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

On Fri, Oct 13, 2017 at 9:55 AM, Badaracco, Heidi <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov> wrote:
Hi Judy,

If you have time today, could you please look over the attached, DRAFT Comms Plan for the
US EITI, before I send to Frank Quimby? Greg asked me yesterday to send this to Frank
Quimby for review, before he reviews; and offering you a chance to review first, if you have
time today?  I  pulled the Q & A's and Talking Points from your email, yesterday.  You should
be able to review it pretty quickly?  Let me know when you would like me to send to Frank for
review.

Thanks for all your help!

Heidi Badaracco
Indian Trust, Outreach & Coordination
P.O. Box 25165, MS 64100C
Denver, Co 80225
                
Phone:  303-231-3434

"Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>

From: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>
Sent: Fri Oct 13 2017 10:03:20 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>

CC: "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff
<john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov>

Subject: Re: Comms Plan for US EITI
EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00005003



OK, I will add that in and re-send to Judy.  Thanks for the quick look-over!

Heidi Badaracco
Indian Trust, Outreach & Coordination
P.O. Box 25165, MS 64100C
Denver, Co 80225
                
Phone:  303-231-3434

On Fri, Oct 13, 2017 at 10:00 AM, Gould, Greg <greg.gould@onrr.gov> wrote:
Thanks Heidi.  The only thing I would add is a bullet or two on the DOI OIG report and a link
to the report.  I think Judy has a bullet or two summarizing the OIG report that includes the
link.

Happy Friday!

Greg

Gregory J. Gould 
___________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged or
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent
respons ble for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

On Fri, Oct 13, 2017 at 9:55 AM, Badaracco, Heidi <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov> wrote:
Hi Judy,

If you have time today, could you please look over the attached, DRAFT Comms Plan for
the US EITI, before I send to Frank Quimby? Greg asked me yesterday to send this to
Frank Quimby for review, before he reviews; and offering you a chance to review first, if you
have time today?  I  pulled the Q & A's and Talking Points from your email, yesterday.  You
should be able to review it pretty quickly?  Let me know when you would like me to send to
Frank for review.

Thanks for all your help!

Heidi Badaracco
Indian Trust, Outreach & Coordination
P.O. Box 25165, MS 64100C
Denver, Co 80225
                
Phone:  303-231-3434

EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00005004



"Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>

From: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>
Sent: Fri Oct 13 2017 11:21:51 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Comms Plan for US EITI
Attachments: DRAFT Comms Plan EITI HB 10_13_17.docx

Judy:

Please see attached DRAFT Comms Plan, to include a couple of bullets on the OIG and link to
Report.  For your review --  

Heidi Badaracco
Indian Trust, Outreach & Coordination
P.O. Box 25165, MS 64100C
Denver, Co 80225
                
Phone:  303-231-3434

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Gould, Greg <greg.gould@onrr.gov>
Date: Fri, Oct 13, 2017 at 10:00 AM
Subject: Re: Comms Plan for US EITI
To: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>
Cc: "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff <john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov>

Thanks Heidi.  The only thing I would add is a bullet or two on the DOI OIG report and a link to
the report.  I think Judy has a bullet or two summarizing the OIG report that includes the link.

Happy Friday!

Greg

Gregory J. Gould 
___________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged or
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent
respons ble for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

On Fri, Oct 13, 2017 at 9:55 AM, Badaracco, Heidi <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov> wrote:
Hi Judy,

If you have time today, could you please look over the attached, DRAFT Comms Plan for the
EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00005005



US EITI, before I send to Frank Quimby? Greg asked me yesterday to send this to Frank
Quimby for review, before he reviews; and offering you a chance to review first, if you have
time today?  I  pulled the Q & A's and Talking Points from your email, yesterday.  You should
be able to review it pretty quickly?  Let me know when you would like me to send to Frank for
review.

Thanks for all your help!

Heidi Badaracco
Indian Trust, Outreach & Coordination
P.O. Box 25165, MS 64100C
Denver, Co 80225
                
Phone:  303-231-3434

Judith Wilson <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>

From: Judith Wilson <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>
Sent: Fri Oct 13 2017 13:21:24 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>

CC: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff
<john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov>

Subject: RE: Comms Plan for US EITI

I just  landed. Give me a  couple hours. 

Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE Device

-------- Original message --------
From: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov> 
Date: 10/13/17 11:55 AM (GMT-05:00) 
To: "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov> 
Cc: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff <john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov> 
Subject: Comms Plan for US EITI 

Hi Judy,

If you have time today, could you please look over the attached, DRAFT Comms Plan for the
US EITI, before I send to Frank Quimby? Greg asked me yesterday to send this to Frank
Quimby for review, before he reviews; and offering you a chance to review first, if you have time
today?  I  pulled the Q & A's and Talking Points from your email, yesterday.  You should be able
to review it pretty quickly?  Let me know when you would like me to send to Frank for review.

Thanks for all your help!

EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00005006



Heidi Badaracco
Indian Trust, Outreach & Coordination
P.O. Box 25165, MS 64100C
Denver, Co 80225
                
Phone:  303-231-3434

Judith Wilson <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>

From: Judith Wilson <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>
Sent: Fri Oct 13 2017 13:22:01 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>, "Badaracco, Heidi"
<heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>

CC: John Mehlhoff <john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov>
Subject: RE: Comms Plan for US EITI

I will  add when I get  home. 

Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE Device

-------- Original message --------
From: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov> 
Date: 10/13/17 12:01 PM (GMT-05:00) 
To: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov> 
Cc: "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff <john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov> 
Subject: Re: Comms Plan for US EITI 

Thanks Heidi.  The only thing I would add is a bullet or two on the DOI OIG report and a link to
the report.  I think Judy has a bullet or two summarizing the OIG report that includes the link.

Happy Friday!

Greg

Gregory J. Gould 
___________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged or
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent
respons ble for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

On Fri, Oct 13, 2017 at 9:55 AM, Badaracco, Heidi <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov> wrote:
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Hi Judy,

If you have time today, could you please look over the attached, DRAFT Comms Plan for the
US EITI, before I send to Frank Quimby? Greg asked me yesterday to send this to Frank
Quimby for review, before he reviews; and offering you a chance to review first, if you have
time today?  I  pulled the Q & A's and Talking Points from your email, yesterday.  You should
be able to review it pretty quickly?  Let me know when you would like me to send to Frank for
review.

Thanks for all your help!

Heidi Badaracco
Indian Trust, Outreach & Coordination
P.O. Box 25165, MS 64100C
Denver, Co 80225
                
Phone:  303-231-3434

"Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>

From: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>
Sent: Fri Oct 13 2017 13:24:28 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Judith Wilson <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>

CC: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff
<john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov>

Subject: Re: Comms Plan for US EITI

Thank you!

Gregory J. Gould 
___________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged or
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent
respons ble for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distr bution, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

On Fri, Oct 13, 2017 at 1:21 PM, Judith Wilson <judith.wilson@onrr.gov> wrote:
I just  landed. Give me a  couple hours. 

Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE Device
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-------- Original message --------
From: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov> 
Date: 10/13/17 11:55 AM (GMT-05:00) 
To: "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov> 
Cc: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff <john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov> 
Subject: Comms Plan for US EITI 

Hi Judy,

If you have time today, could you please look over the attached, DRAFT Comms Plan for the
US EITI, before I send to Frank Quimby? Greg asked me yesterday to send this to Frank
Quimby for review, before he reviews; and offering you a chance to review first, if you have
time today?  I  pulled the Q & A's and Talking Points from your email, yesterday.  You should
be able to review it pretty quickly?  Let me know when you would like me to send to Frank for
review.

Thanks for all your help!

Heidi Badaracco
Indian Trust, Outreach & Coordination
P.O. Box 25165, MS 64100C
Denver, Co 80225
                
Phone:  303-231-3434

"Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>

From: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>
Sent: Fri Oct 13 2017 13:37:36 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Judith Wilson <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>
Subject: Re: Comms Plan for US EITI

I added and sent you attachment a second time.

Thank you!!

Heidi Badaracco
Indian Trust, Outreach & Coordination
P.O. Box 25165, MS 64100C
Denver, Co 80225
                
Phone:  303-231-3434

On Fri, Oct 13, 2017 at 1:22 PM, Judith Wilson <judith.wilson@onrr.gov> wrote:
I will  add when I get  home. 
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Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE Device

-------- Original message --------
From: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov> 
Date: 10/13/17 12:01 PM (GMT-05:00) 
To: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov> 
Cc: "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff <john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov> 
Subject: Re: Comms Plan for US EITI 

Thanks Heidi.  The only thing I would add is a bullet or two on the DOI OIG report and a link
to the report.  I think Judy has a bullet or two summarizing the OIG report that includes the
link.

Happy Friday!

Greg

Gregory J. Gould 
___________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged or
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent
respons ble for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

On Fri, Oct 13, 2017 at 9:55 AM, Badaracco, Heidi <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov> wrote:
Hi Judy,

If you have time today, could you please look over the attached, DRAFT Comms Plan for
the US EITI, before I send to Frank Quimby? Greg asked me yesterday to send this to
Frank Quimby for review, before he reviews; and offering you a chance to review first, if you
have time today?  I  pulled the Q & A's and Talking Points from your email, yesterday.  You
should be able to review it pretty quickly?  Let me know when you would like me to send to
Frank for review.

Thanks for all your help!

Heidi Badaracco
Indian Trust, Outreach & Coordination
P.O. Box 25165, MS 64100C
Denver, Co 80225
                
Phone:  303-231-3434
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"Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>

From: "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>
Sent: Fri Oct 13 2017 15:41:50 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>

CC: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff
<john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov>

Subject: Re: Comms Plan for US EITI
Attachments: DRAFT Comms Plan EITI HB 10_13_17jw rev.docx

Hi all.  I reviewed and commented/revised (in track changes) the Comms plan.  I

do not agree that we send the comms plan /Q&As or TPs to the STRAC before we

ever send the letter to the International Board.  

On Fri, Oct 13, 2017 at 3:24 PM, Gould, Greg <greg.gould@onrr.gov> wrote:
Thank you!

Gregory J. Gould 
___________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged or
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent
respons ble for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

On Fri, Oct 13, 2017 at 1:21 PM, Judith Wilson <judith.wilson@onrr.gov> wrote:
I just  landed. Give me a  couple hours. 

Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE Device

-------- Original message --------
From: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov> 
Date: 10/13/17 11:55 AM (GMT-05:00) 
To: "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov> 
Cc: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff <john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov> 
Subject: Comms Plan for US EITI 

Hi Judy,

If you have time today, could you please look over the attached, DRAFT Comms Plan for
the US EITI, before I send to Frank Quimby? Greg asked me yesterday to send this to
Frank Quimby for review, before he reviews; and offering you a chance to review first, if you
have time today?  I  pulled the Q & A's and Talking Points from your email, yesterday.  You
should be able to review it pretty quickly?  Let me know when you would like me to send to
Frank for review.

EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00005011



Thanks for all your help!

Heidi Badaracco
Indian Trust, Outreach & Coordination
P.O. Box 25165, MS 64100C
Denver, Co 80225
                
Phone:  303-231-3434

-- 
Judy Wilson
Program Manager USEITI Secretariat 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue
judith.wilson@onrr.gov
202-208-4410

Greg Gould <greg.gould@onrr.gov>

From: Greg Gould <greg.gould@onrr.gov>
Sent: Fri Oct 13 2017 16:35:58 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>

CC: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff
<john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov>

Subject: Re: Comms Plan for US EITI

Agreed. 

Gregory J. Gould 
________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed and may contain information that is privileged or confidential and exempt from
disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or
the employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender
immediately by return e-mail.

 

On Oct 13, 2017, at 3:42 PM, Wilson, Judith <judith.wilson@onrr.gov> wrote:

EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00005012



Hi all.  I reviewed and commented/revised (in track changes) the Comms

plan.  I do not agree that we send the comms plan /Q&As or TPs to the

STRAC before we ever send the letter to the International Board.  

On Fri, Oct 13, 2017 at 3:24 PM, Gould, Greg <greg.gould@onrr.gov> wrote:
Thank you!

Gregory J. Gould 
___________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that
is privileged or confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient or the employee or agent respons ble for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly proh bited.  If you have received this communication in error,
please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

On Fri, Oct 13, 2017 at 1:21 PM, Judith Wilson <judith.wilson@onrr.gov> wrote:
I just  landed. Give me a  couple hours. 

Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE Device

-------- Original message --------
From: "Badaracco, Heidi" <heidi.badaracco@onrr.gov> 
Date: 10/13/17 11:55 AM (GMT-05:00) 
To: "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov> 
Cc: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>, John Mehlhoff
<john.mehlhoff@onrr.gov> 
Subject: Comms Plan for US EITI 

Hi Judy,

If you have time today, could you please look over the attached, DRAFT Comms
Plan for the US EITI, before I send to Frank Quimby? Greg asked me yesterday
to send this to Frank Quimby for review, before he reviews; and offering you a
chance to review first, if you have time today?  I  pulled the Q & A's and Talking
Points from your email, yesterday.  You should be able to review it pretty
quickly?  Let me know when you would like me to send to Frank for review.

Thanks for all your help!

Heidi Badaracco
Indian Trust, Outreach & Coordination
P.O. Box 25165, MS 64100C
Denver, Co 80225
                

EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00005013



Phone:  303-231-3434

-- 
Judy Wilson
Program Manager USEITI Secretariat 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue
judith.wilson@onrr.gov
202-208-4410

<DRAFT Comms Plan EITI HB 10_13_17jw rev.docx>

EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00005014
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Conversation Contents
USEITI Outlook

Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org>

From: Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org>
Sent: Wed Aug 02 2017 08:45:55 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>, "Wilson, Judith"
<judith.wilson@onrr.gov>

Subject: USEITI Outlook

Hi Greg & Judith,
 
Greeting from Oslo. Would you have time for a quick call later this week to discuss the outlook for the
USEITI? It would be good to clarify whether the MSG will meet again in 2017 (we gather this is unlikely)
and where things stand with the next EITI Report.
 
Regards
Sam
 
 

"Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>

From: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>
Sent: Wed Aug 02 2017 08:58:21 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org>
CC: "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>
Subject: Re: USEITI Outlook

Hi Sam,

Greetings from Colorado, I hope you are doing well.  Try not to be too surprised, but we really
don't have an update for you right now.  We are still waiting for the political leadership to come
on board before we can make any final decisions.  As soon as we have a better understanding
of next steps, we will set-up a call.

Thanks,

Greg 

Gregory J. Gould 
___________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00005016



Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged or
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent
respons ble for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distr bution, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

On Wed, Aug 2, 2017 at 8:45 AM, Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org> wrote:
Hi Greg & Judith,
 
Greeting from Oslo. Would you have time for a quick call later this week to discuss the outlook for the
USEITI? It would be good to clarify whether the MSG will meet again in 2017 (we gather this is
unlikely) and where things stand with the next EITI Report.
 
Regards
Sam
 
 

Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org>

From: Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org>
Sent: Wed Aug 02 2017 09:16:02 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Greg Gould (Greg.Gould@onrr.gov)" <Greg.Gould@onrr.gov>
CC: "Judith Wilson (judith.wilson@onrr.gov)" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>
Subject: FW: USEITI Outlook

Dear Greg,
 
We understand, and understand that this is outside your control. But with the EITI effectively “on hold”,
there are growing calls the that EITI Board needs to act. Ideally, we should try to agree a way forward
before the Board next meets in Manila. The longer we wait, the more likely it is that DOI and USEITI’s
significant achievements are overshadowed by a nasty blame game. Do let us know if there’s anything
we can do to help.
 
Regards
Sam
 
p.s. I’ve just returned from Berlin where D-EITI are making excellent use of the USEITI website code.
 
From: Gould, Greg [mailto:greg.gould@onrr.gov] 
Sent: onsdag 2. august 2017 16.58
To: Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org>
Cc: Wilson, Judith <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>
Subject: Re: USEITI Outlook
 
Hi Sam,
 
Greetings from Colorado, I hope you are doing well.  Try not to be too surprised, but we really don't have
an update for you right now.  We are still waiting for the political leadership to come on board before we
can make any final decisions.  As soon as we have a better understanding of next steps, we will set-up a
call.
 
Thanks,

EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00005017



 
Greg 

Gregory J. Gould 
___________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged or
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent
respons ble for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distr bution, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

 

Hi Greg & Judith,
 
Greeting from Oslo. Would you have time for a quick call later this week to discuss the outlook for the
USEITI? It would be good to clarify whether the MSG will meet again in 2017 (we gather this is
unlikely) and where things stand with the next EITI Report.
 
Regards
Sam
 
 

 

Greg Gould <greg.gould@onrr.gov>

From: Greg Gould <greg.gould@onrr.gov>
Sent: Wed Aug 02 2017 10:09:25 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org>
CC: "Judith Wilson (judith.wilson@onrr.gov)" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>
Subject: Re: USEITI Outlook

Thanks Sam, when is the next board meeting?

Gregory J. Gould 
________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
(202) 513-0600 

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and
may contain information that is privileged or confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable
law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for
delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this
communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00005018



 

On Aug 2, 2017, at 9:23 AM, Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org> wrote:

Dear Greg,
 
We understand, and understand that this is outside your control. But with the EITI effectively
“on hold”, there are growing calls the that EITI Board needs to act. Ideally, we should try to
agree a way forward before the Board next meets in Manila. The longer we wait, the more
likely it is that DOI and USEITI’s significant achievements are overshadowed by a nasty
blame game. Do let us know if there’s anything we can do to help.
 
Regards
Sam
 
p.s. I’ve just returned from Berlin where D-EITI are making excellent use of the USEITI
website code.
 
From: Gould, Greg [mailto:greg.gould@onrr.gov] 
Sent: onsdag 2. august 2017 16.58
To: Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org>
Cc: Wilson, Judith <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>
Subject: Re: USEITI Outlook
 
Hi Sam,
 
Greetings from Colorado, I hope you are doing well.  Try not to be too surprised, but we
really don't have an update for you right now.  We are still waiting for the political leadership
to come on board before we can make any final decisions.  As soon as we have a better
understanding of next steps, we will set-up a call.
 
Thanks,
 
Greg 

Gregory J. Gould 
___________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is
privileged or confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or
the employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly proh bited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the
sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

 

Hi Greg & Judith,
 
Greeting from Oslo. Would you have time for a quick call later this week to discuss the
outlook for the USEITI? It would be good to clarify whether the MSG will meet again in
2017 (we gather this is unlikely) and where things stand with the next EITI Report.
 
Regards
Sam
 

EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00005019



 

 

Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org>

From: Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org>
Sent: Wed Aug 02 2017 10:34:33 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Greg Gould <greg.gould@onrr.gov>
CC: "Judith Wilson (judith.wilson@onrr.gov)" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>
Subject: RE: USEITI Outlook

25-26 October / SB
 
From: Greg Gould [mailto:greg.gould@onrr.gov] 
Sent: onsdag 2. august 2017 18.09
To: Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org>
Cc: Judith Wilson (judith.wilson@onrr.gov) <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>
Subject: Re: USEITI Outlook
 
Thanks Sam, when is the next board meeting?

 

Gregory J. Gould 
________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
(202) 513-0600 

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and
may contain information that is privileged or confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable
law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for
delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this
communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

On Aug 2, 2017, at 9:23 AM, Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org> wrote:

Dear Greg,
 
We understand, and understand that this is outside your control. But with the EITI effectively
“on hold”, there are growing calls the that EITI Board needs to act. Ideally, we should try to
agree a way forward before the Board next meets in Manila. The longer we wait, the more
likely it is that DOI and USEITI’s significant achievements are overshadowed by a nasty
blame game. Do let us know if there’s anything we can do to help.
 
Regards
Sam
 
p.s. I’ve just returned from Berlin where D-EITI are making excellent use of the USEITI
website code.

EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00005020



Gregory J. Gould 
___________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged or
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent
respons ble for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

On Wed, Aug 2, 2017 at 10:34 AM, Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org> wrote:
25-26 October / SB
 
From: Greg Gould [mailto:greg.gould@onrr.gov] 
Sent: onsdag 2. august 2017 18.09
To: Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org>
Cc: Judith Wilson (judith.wilson@onrr.gov) <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>
Subject: Re: USEITI Outlook
 
Thanks Sam, when is the next board meeting?

 

Gregory J. Gould 
________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
(202) 513-0600 

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed
and may contain information that is privileged or confidential and exempt from disclosure under
applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent
responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have
received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

On Aug 2, 2017, at 9:23 AM, Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org> wrote:

Dear Greg,
 
We understand, and understand that this is outside your control. But with the EITI
effectively “on hold”, there are growing calls the that EITI Board needs to act. Ideally,
we should try to agree a way forward before the Board next meets in Manila. The
longer we wait, the more likely it is that DOI and USEITI’s significant achievements are
overshadowed by a nasty blame game. Do let us know if there’s anything we can do to
help.
 
Regards
Sam
 

EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00005021



p.s. I’ve just returned from Berlin where D-EITI are making excellent use of the USEITI
website code.
 
From: Gould, Greg [mailto:greg.gould@onrr.gov] 
Sent: onsdag 2. august 2017 16.58
To: Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org>
Cc: Wilson, Judith <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>
Subject: Re: USEITI Outlook
 
Hi Sam,
 
Greetings from Colorado, I hope you are doing well.  Try not to be too surprised, but we
really don't have an update for you right now.  We are still waiting for the political
leadership to come on board before we can make any final decisions.  As soon as we
have a better understanding of next steps, we will set-up a call.
 
Thanks,
 
Greg 

Gregory J. Gould 
___________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information
that is privileged or confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the
intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly proh bited.  If you have received this
communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

 
Hi Greg & Judith,
 
Greeting from Oslo. Would you have time for a quick call later this week to discuss
the outlook for the USEITI? It would be good to clarify whether the MSG will meet
again in 2017 (we gather this is unlikely) and where things stand with the next EITI
Report.
 
Regards
Sam
 
 

 

-- 
Judy Wilson
Program Manager USEITI Secretariat 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue
judith.wilson@onrr.gov
202-208-4410

EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00005022



Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org>

From: Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org>
Sent: Wed Aug 02 2017 13:00:46 GMT-0600 (MDT)

To: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>, "Wilson, Judith"
<judith.wilson@onrr.gov>

CC: Jonas Moberg <JMoberg@eiti.org>
Subject: Re: USEITI Outlook

Thanks Greg and Judith,
 
This neatly illustrates the conundrum. One the one hand, DOI continues to do a quite remarkable job of
mainstreaming EITI implementation within the scope of its jurisdiction and mandate, with detailed and
timely disclosures of non-tax revenues (and how these are used), alongside other important contextual
information. In many ways, this work exceeds the EITI’s requirements. However:
 
1. There will be no reporting from companies, no reconciliation, and no assessment from an Independent
Administrator as per the EITI Standard. While it’s possible to argue company reporting and reconciliation
are already done routinely (making the work of the Independent Administrator redundant), and that all
stakeholders accept that this data as comprehensive and highly reliable, this would require a
mainstreaming application endorsed by the MSG and the EITI Board prior to the publication of the report.
 
2. There’s no pathway for meeting the EITI’s requirements regarding reporting of income corporate
income tax, beyond the data available from the IRS Statistics of income program. Industry don’t seem to
be willing to give any ground here (by voluntarily disclosing data and/or waiving their
rightto confidentiality), and CSOs don’t seem willing to consider any kind of work-around, even as an
interim measure. On this front, it seems that things are “on hold” until the SEC issues a new rule. Of
course, DF 1504 could also be repealed. Either way, even in a best case scenario, we are still several years
away from anything approaching comprehensive reconciliation as required by the EITI Standard.
 
3. Finally, as you say, the 2017 Report (covering 2016 data) won’t be an MSG approved document. As
such, it’s technically not considered an EITI Report. I guess you could call it a preliminary report,
pending MSG approval.
 
The MSG has already approved a report which reconciled calendar year 2015 data. So, technically
speaking, the US has until end 2018 to issue an MSG approved report that reconciles calendar year 2016
data. But well before then, the absence of the functioning MSG will lead to calls for suspension. Everyone
wants to avoid that outcome. Thus, a critical question is whether there is any scope for the MSG to be
reconvened. That would remove the immediate threat of suspension. It would allow for the development
of a mainstreaming request regarding non-tax revenues. But we are still faced with no pathway to
compliance on the key issue of tax reporting.
 
That’s our reading of the situation, at least. If we’ve got something wrong – or missed an opportunity to
move forward – please let us know!   
 
Regards
Sam

On 2 Aug 2017, at 19:10, Wilson, Judith <judith.wilson@onrr.gov> wrote:

We are:

updating all of the community case studies;

updating the data for the selected 18 States;

adding the content for the State of Colorado;

EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00005023



Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
(202) 513-0600 

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed and may contain information that is privileged or confidential and exempt
from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this
communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

On Aug 2, 2017, at 9:23 AM, Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org> wrote:

Dear Greg,
 
We understand, and understand that this is outside your control. But with
the EITI effectively “on hold”, there are growing calls the that EITI Board
needs to act. Ideally, we should try to agree a way forward before the
Board next meets in Manila. The longer we wait, the more likely it is that
DOI and USEITI’s significant achievements are overshadowed by a nasty
blame game. Do let us know if there’s anything we can do to help.
 
Regards
Sam
 
p.s. I’ve just returned from Berlin where D-EITI are making excellent use of
the USEITI website code.
 
From: Gould, Greg [mailto:greg.gould@onrr.gov] 
Sent: onsdag 2. august 2017 16.58
To: Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org>
Cc: Wilson, Judith <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>
Subject: Re: USEITI Outlook
 
Hi Sam,
 
Greetings from Colorado, I hope you are doing well.  Try not to be too
surprised, but we really don't have an update for you right now.  We are still
waiting for the political leadership to come on board before we can make
any final decisions.  As soon as we have a better understanding of next
steps, we will set-up a call.
 
Thanks,
 
Greg 

Gregory J. Gould 
___________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may
contain information that is privileged or confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the
reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering this
message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of
this communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the

EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00005024



communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org>
Date: Wed, Aug 2, 2017 at 1:00 PM
Subject: Re: USEITI Outlook
To: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>, "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>
Cc: Jonas Moberg <JMoberg@eiti.org>

Thanks Greg and Judith,
 
This neatly illustrates the conundrum. One the one hand, DOI continues to do a quite remarkable job of
mainstreaming EITI implementation within the scope of its jurisdiction and mandate, with detailed and
timely disclosures of non-tax revenues (and how these are used), alongside other important contextual
information. In many ways, this work exceeds the EITI’s requirements. However:
 
1. There will be no reporting from companies, no reconciliation, and no assessment from an Independent
Administrator as per the EITI Standard. While it’s possible to argue company reporting and reconciliation
are already done routinely (making the work of the Independent Administrator redundant), and that all
stakeholders accept that this data as comprehensive and highly reliable, this would require a
mainstreaming application endorsed by the MSG and the EITI Board prior to the publication of the report.
 
2. There’s no pathway for meeting the EITI’s requirements regarding reporting of income corporate
income tax, beyond the data available from the IRS Statistics of income program. Industry don’t seem to
be willing to give any ground here (by voluntarily disclosing data and/or waiving their
rightto confidentiality), and CSOs don’t seem willing to consider any kind of work-around, even as an
interim measure. On this front, it seems that things are “on hold” until the SEC issues a new rule. Of
course, DF 1504 could also be repealed. Either way, even in a best case scenario, we are still several years
away from anything approaching comprehensive reconciliation as required by the EITI Standard.
 
3. Finally, as you say, the 2017 Report (covering 2016 data) won’t be an MSG approved document. As
such, it’s technically not considered an EITI Report. I guess you could call it a preliminary report,
pending MSG approval.
 
The MSG has already approved a report which reconciled calendar year 2015 data. So, technically
speaking, the US has until end 2018 to issue an MSG approved report that reconciles calendar year 2016
data. But well before then, the absence of the functioning MSG will lead to calls for suspension. Everyone
wants to avoid that outcome. Thus, a critical question is whether there is any scope for the MSG to be
reconvened. That would remove the immediate threat of suspension. It would allow for the development
of a mainstreaming request regarding non-tax revenues. But we are still faced with no pathway to
compliance on the key issue of tax reporting.
 
That’s our reading of the situation, at least. If we’ve got something wrong – or missed an opportunity to
move forward – please let us know!   
 
Regards
Sam

On 2 Aug 2017, at 19:10, Wilson, Judith <judith.wilson@onrr.gov> wrote:

We are:

updating all of the community case studies;
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________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
(202) 513-0600 

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed and may contain information that is privileged or confidential and exempt
from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this
communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

On Aug 2, 2017, at 9:23 AM, Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org> wrote:

Dear Greg,
 
We understand, and understand that this is outside your control. But with
the EITI effectively “on hold”, there are growing calls the that EITI Board
needs to act. Ideally, we should try to agree a way forward before the
Board next meets in Manila. The longer we wait, the more likely it is that
DOI and USEITI’s significant achievements are overshadowed by a nasty
blame game. Do let us know if there’s anything we can do to help.
 
Regards
Sam
 
p.s. I’ve just returned from Berlin where D-EITI are making excellent use of
the USEITI website code.
 
From: Gould, Greg [mailto:greg.gould@onrr.gov] 
Sent: onsdag 2. august 2017 16.58
To: Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org>
Cc: Wilson, Judith <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>
Subject: Re: USEITI Outlook
 
Hi Sam,
 
Greetings from Colorado, I hope you are doing well.  Try not to be too
surprised, but we really don't have an update for you right now.  We are still
waiting for the political leadership to come on board before we can make
any final decisions.  As soon as we have a better understanding of next
steps, we will set-up a call.
 
Thanks,
 
Greg 

Gregory J. Gould 
___________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may
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See additional feedback below from the International Secretariat, note that it is clear we are on the road to
suspension unless we withdraw our application as soon as possible.
 
Thanks,
 
Greg

Gregory J. Gould 
___________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged or
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent
respons ble for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distr bution, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

 
---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org>
Date: Wed, Aug 2, 2017 at 1:00 PM
Subject: Re: USEITI Outlook
To: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>, "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>
Cc: Jonas Moberg <JMoberg@eiti.org>

Thanks Greg and Judith,
 
This neatly illustrates the conundrum. One the one hand, DOI continues to do a quite remarkable job of
mainstreaming EITI implementation within the scope of its jurisdiction and mandate, with detailed and
timely disclosures of non-tax revenues (and how these are used), alongside other important contextual
information. In many ways, this work exceeds the EITI’s requirements. However:
 
1. There will be no reporting from companies, no reconciliation, and no assessment from an Independent
Administrator as per the EITI Standard. While it’s possible to argue company reporting and reconciliation
are already done routinely (making the work of the Independent Administrator redundant), and that all
stakeholders accept that this data as comprehensive and highly reliable, this would require a
mainstreaming application endorsed by the MSG and the EITI Board prior to the publication of the report.
 
2. There’s no pathway for meeting the EITI’s requirements regarding reporting of income corporate
income tax, beyond the data available from the IRS Statistics of income program. Industry don’t seem to
be willing to give any ground here (by voluntarily disclosing data and/or waiving their
rightto confidentiality), and CSOs don’t seem willing to consider any kind of work-around, even as an
interim measure. On this front, it seems that things are “on hold” until the SEC issues a new rule. Of
course, DF 1504 could also be repealed. Either way, even in a best case scenario, we are still several years
away from anything approaching comprehensive reconciliation as required by the EITI Standard.
 
3. Finally, as you say, the 2017 Report (covering 2016 data) won’t be an MSG approved document. As
such, it’s technically not considered an EITI Report. I guess you could call it a preliminary report,
pending MSG approval.
 
The MSG has already approved a report which reconciled calendar year 2015 data. So, technically
speaking, the US has until end 2018 to issue an MSG approved report that reconciles calendar year 2016
data. But well before then, the absence of the functioning MSG will lead to calls for suspension. Everyone
wants to avoid that outcome. Thus, a critical question is whether there is any scope for the MSG to be
reconvened. That would remove the immediate threat of suspension. It would allow for the development
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From: Greg Gould [mailto:greg.gould@onrr.gov] 
Sent: onsdag 2. august 2017 18.09
To: Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org>
Cc: Judith Wilson (judith.wilson@onrr.gov) <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>
Subject: Re: USEITI Outlook
 
Thanks Sam, when is the next board meeting?

 

Gregory J. Gould 
________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
(202) 513-0600 

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed and may contain information that is privileged or confidential and exempt from
disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or
the employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you
are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender
immediately by return e-mail.

 

On Aug 2, 2017, at 9:23 AM, Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org> wrote:

Dear Greg,
 
We understand, and understand that this is outside your control. But with the
EITI effectively “on hold”, there are growing calls the that EITI Board needs to
act. Ideally, we should try to agree a way forward before the Board next meets
in Manila. The longer we wait, the more likely it is that DOI and USEITI’s
significant achievements are overshadowed by a nasty blame game. Do let us
know if there’s anything we can do to help.
 
Regards
Sam
 
p.s. I’ve just returned from Berlin where D-EITI are making excellent use of the
USEITI website code.
 
From: Gould, Greg [mailto:greg.gould@onrr.gov] 
Sent: onsdag 2. august 2017 16.58
To: Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org>
Cc: Wilson, Judith <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>
Subject: Re: USEITI Outlook
 
Hi Sam,
 
Greetings from Colorado, I hope you are doing well.  Try not to be too surprised,
but we really don't have an update for you right now.  We are still waiting for the
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---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org>
Date: Wed, Aug 2, 2017 at 1:00 PM
Subject: Re: USEITI Outlook
To: "Gould, Greg" <greg.gould@onrr.gov>, "Wilson, Judith" <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>
Cc: Jonas Moberg <JMoberg@eiti.org>

Thanks Greg and Judith,
 
This neatly illustrates the conundrum. One the one hand, DOI continues to do a quite remarkable job of
mainstreaming EITI implementation within the scope of its jurisdiction and mandate, with detailed and
timely disclosures of non-tax revenues (and how these are used), alongside other important contextual
information. In many ways, this work exceeds the EITI’s requirements. However:
 
1. There will be no reporting from companies, no reconciliation, and no assessment from an
Independent Administrator as per the EITI Standard. While it’s possible to argue company reporting
and reconciliation are already done routinely (making the work of the Independent Administrator
redundant), and that all stakeholders accept that this data as comprehensive and highly reliable, this
would require a mainstreaming application endorsed by the MSG and the EITI Board prior to the
publication of the report.
 
2. There’s no pathway for meeting the EITI’s requirements regarding reporting of income corporate
income tax, beyond the data available from the IRS Statistics of income program. Industry don’t seem
to be willing to give any ground here (by voluntarily disclosing data and/or waiving their
rightto confidentiality), and CSOs don’t seem willing to consider any kind of work-around, even as an
interim measure. On this front, it seems that things are “on hold” until the SEC issues a new rule. Of
course, DF 1504 could also be repealed. Either way, even in a best case scenario, we are still several
years away from anything approaching comprehensive reconciliation as required by the EITI Standard.
 
3. Finally, as you say, the 2017 Report (covering 2016 data) won’t be an MSG approved document. As
such, it’s technically not considered an EITI Report. I guess you could call it a preliminary report,
pending MSG approval.
 
The MSG has already approved a report which reconciled calendar year 2015 data. So, technically
speaking, the US has until end 2018 to issue an MSG approved report that reconciles calendar year
2016 data. But well before then, the absence of the functioning MSG will lead to calls for suspension.
Everyone wants to avoid that outcome. Thus, a critical question is whether there is any scope for
the MSG to be reconvened. That would remove the immediate threat of suspension. It would allow
for the development of a mainstreaming request regarding non-tax revenues. But we are still faced with
no pathway to compliance on the key issue of tax reporting.
 
That’s our reading of the situation, at least. If we’ve got something wrong – or missed an opportunity to
move forward – please let us know!   
 
Regards
Sam

On 2 Aug 2017, at 19:10, Wilson, Judith <judith.wilson@onrr.gov> wrote:

We are:

updating all of the community case studies;

updating the data for the selected 18 States;

adding the content for the State of Colorado;

adding additional non-energy minerals;

adding employment by commodity;
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Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
(202) 513-0600 

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed and may contain information that is privileged or confidential and exempt from
disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient
or the employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient,
you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error,
please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail.

 

On Aug 2, 2017, at 9:23 AM, Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org> wrote:

Dear Greg,
 
We understand, and understand that this is outside your control. But with the
EITI effectively “on hold”, there are growing calls the that EITI Board needs to
act. Ideally, we should try to agree a way forward before the Board next
meets in Manila. The longer we wait, the more likely it is that DOI and
USEITI’s significant achievements are overshadowed by a nasty blame
game. Do let us know if there’s anything we can do to help.
 
Regards
Sam
 
p.s. I’ve just returned from Berlin where D-EITI are making excellent use of
the USEITI website code.
 
From: Gould, Greg [mailto:greg.gould@onrr.gov] 
Sent: onsdag 2. august 2017 16.58
To: Sam Bartlett <SBartlett@eiti.org>
Cc: Wilson, Judith <judith.wilson@onrr.gov>
Subject: Re: USEITI Outlook
 
Hi Sam,
 
Greetings from Colorado, I hope you are doing well.  Try not to be too
surprised, but we really don't have an update for you right now.  We are still
waiting for the political leadership to come on board before we can make any
final decisions.  As soon as we have a better understanding of next steps, we
will set-up a call.
 
Thanks,
 
Greg 

Gregory J. Gould 
___________________________________ 
Director 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
U.S. Department of the Interior

Warning:  This message is intended only for use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may
contain information that is privileged or confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the
reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering this
message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender
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Program Manager USEITI Secretariat 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue
judith.wilson@onrr.gov
202-208-4410
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Report on Progress Made in Promoting 
Transparency in Extractive Industries Resource Payments 

(Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007; section 935) 
 
Introduction 
 This report was prepared pursuant to section 935(d) of Public Law 110-140, 
the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007 (Title IX, P.L. 110-140) (the 
Act) , section 935(d).  Subsection 935(d)(1) of the Act mandates that the Secretary 
of State, in consultation with the Secretary of Energy, submit to the appropriate 
Congressional committees a report on progress made in promoting transparency in 
extractive industries resource payments.  This report covers the approximate period 
between May 2015 to May 2016 and addresses U.S. government involvement with 
the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI), including bilateral and 
multilateral activities to increase participation in EITI; progress implementing EITI 
domestically since our admission into the initiative in 2014; and U.S. government 
efforts to increase the transparency of natural resource management beyond EITI. 
 
 Extractives sector (oil/gas and mining) transparency is a key part of the U.S. 
government’s good governance promotion, anti-corruption, and energy security 
strategies.  The Department of State, through its Bureau of Energy Resources 
(ENR), leads various extractive sector transparency initiatives and activities.  In 
addition, steps taken by the Departments of State, Treasury, Interior, Energy, and 
the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) help resource-rich 
countries meet the goal of increasing transparency in extractive industry payments. 
 
United States’ Participation in the EITI 
 The EITI is a voluntary initiative through which countries work with 
industry and civil society representatives to publish information on how the 
government manages the extractives sector, in an effort to improve resource 
revenue transparency and thus boost transparency, accountability and good 
governance, and prevent corruption.  With 51 countries implementing and many 
more expressing intent to join, the EITI has emerged as a global standard for 
natural resource revenue transparency, and promotion of the EITI is a key 
component of U.S. efforts to advance transparency in the extractive industries.  
 

The Bureau of Energy Resources (ENR) Principal Deputy Assistant 
Secretary (PDAS) is the current U.S. representative to the International EITI Board 
and was elected as a full Board Member for the period 2016-2019.  The ENR 
PDAS is a member of three EITI committees:  the Governance and Oversight 
Committee, which she chairs, which provides oversight of the EITI’s management 
and governance; the Outreach and Candidature Committee, which reviews 
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applications for EITI Candidate Country status; and the Finance Committee, which 
directs the budgeting and funding initiatives of the EITI.   

 
Building on the strong work by the United States and others in 2013 to 

significantly expand the scope, depth, and quality of EITI reporting, the EITI 
launched the 2016 Standard in February.  The revised 2016 Standard improves the 
EITI’s quality assurance mechanisms in order to evaluate the extent to which 
implementing countries adhere to the seven EITI compliance requirements, and 
requires countries to ensure that companies that bid for, operate, or invest in 
extractive projects declare their beneficial owners.  Through its representation on 
the EITI Board and committees, the United States works to clarify, interpret, and 
promote these rules, including by helping to draft guidance documents on how to 
assess country compliance with these rules.  During the reporting year, the EITI 
admitted Malawi, the Dominican Republic, and Germany as candidate countries, 
bringing the total number of EITI implementing countries to 51, including the 
United States.  Thirty-one countries have completed the EITI validation process, 
but two – Yemen and the Central African Republic – remain suspended.  Mexico is 
expected to formally apply for candidature by the end of 2016, and France and the 
Netherlands are on track to launch their candidature application processes.  During 
the reporting year, Argentina, Australia, Suriname, Tunisia, and Thailand 
expressed their intention to apply for candidature at some later date. 
 
 The United States is both an implementing and a supporting country within 
the EITI.  Senior U.S. government officials regularly raise revenue transparency 
and the importance of the EITI in bilateral and multilateral fora.  Bilaterally, the 
United States encourages EITI candidate countries to continue working towards 
compliance, and discusses the benefits of the EITI to members outside the 
initiative.  Multilaterally, the United States works through the G-7, G-20, the Open 
Government Partnership (OGP) and U.S.-Africa Partnership on Illicit Finance to 
further the extractive industries transparency agenda and promote EITI.  Under the 
auspices of the G-7, the United States partnered with Burma to support its EITI 
pre-candidacy and provide technical assistance related to efforts to reform its oil 
and gas sector, and with Guinea to promote transparency in the artisanal diamond 
sector and support the country’s efforts to transition from candidacy to full 
compliance within EITI.  In July 2014, Burma joined EITI as a candidate country 
and Guinea passed from EITI candidacy to compliance.    
 

President Obama’s 2011 announcement that the United States would 
implement the EITI domestically under the OGP catalyzed the G-7 to more 
strongly endorse the EITI as an accountability tool, and preceded commitments by 
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France, Germany, Italy, and the UK to implement the EITI as well.  This has 
reinforced to middle-income countries that countries at all levels of development 
can improve their natural resource management.  The United States has used 
successive National Action Plans under the OGP to further advance our EITI 
collaboration and commitments.  The United States also participates in the OGP 
Openness in Natural Resources Working Group along with nine other countries 
who are OGP members.   

 
The United States was admitted as an EITI candidate country in March 

2014.  By implementing EITI, the U.S. government is working to further enhance 
transparency for the benefit of the American taxpayer, and sending a powerful 
signal that the United States remains a global leader in promoting transparency in 
the extractives sector.  U.S. implementation of the EITI (“USEITI”) is led by the 
Secretary of the Interior.  Interior is supported by an inter-agency working group 
that includes the National Security Council; the Office of Management and 
Budget; the Departments of State, Treasury, Commerce, and Energy; and the Small 
Business Administration.  The centerpiece of USEITI is the Multi-Stakeholder 
Group (MSG) – the consensus-based decision making body comprised of 
government, industry, and civil society representatives responsible for overseeing 
EITI implementation.  Interior formed the MSG as the USEITI Advisory 
Committee under the Federal Advisory Committee Act in December 2012, and the 
group has met eighteen times since February 2013, including five times during the 
reporting year.   

 
Leading by example, in December 2015 the United States launched the 

USEITI interactive online portal (useiti.doi.gov), the first EITI report to be fully 
online, to raise the bar on transparency.  The online report offers the public a user-
centric, one-stop shop to access contextual information from publicly available 
government sources about the governance and economic impact of extractive 
industries in the United States at the federal level and for selected states and 
counties with high extractive industry activity.  The annual online report now also 
includes three years of revenues paid for developing energy and mineral resources 
on public lands and waters at the company and commodity level.  The online portal 
expands U.S. efforts to promote the development of innovative open data tools that 
make extractive data more meaningful for and accessible to the American people.  
The portal was created as an open source tool that other countries can replicate and 
utilize to streamline their own EITI reporting process and enhance the transparency 
and accountability of information available to citizens.  The State Department 
works to connect USEITI representatives with international counterparts to share 
experiences with countries in EITI or considering joining EITI. 

EarthRights International v. US Department of Interior, 22-cv-01503-CKK00005038



UNCLASSIFIED 
- 4 - 

 

UNCLASSIFIED 

 
 The United States has provided funding to support the EITI Single-Donor 
Trust Fund (SDTF) administered by the World Bank, which provides technical 
assistance to EITI implementing countries.  To date, U.S. government support to 
the SDTF is $13.5 million, the second highest of any donor country.  USAID 
support to the SDTF ends in December 2017.   In addition, USAID provided $2.8 
million in Fiscal Year (FY) 2013, $3 million in FY 2014, and $3 million in FY 
2015, primarily through USAID Missions, to build the capacity of civil society 
organizations to increase extractive industry transparency and participate in EITI.    
 
Energy Governance and Capacity Initiative 
 Since 2010, the Department of State provides foreign assistance through its 
Energy Governance and Capacity Initiative (EGCI) to countries to strengthen their 
ability to manage their oil and gas sectors.  EGCI is a State-led, U.S. interagency 
effort to provide a wide range of technical and capacity building assistance to the 
host governments of select countries that are on the verge of becoming the world’s 
next generation of oil and gas producers.  EGCI’s core objective is to help these 
countries establish the technical and institutional capacity to manage their oil and 
gas sector resources responsibly.  The global program works to ensure sound and 
transparent energy sector governance for the benefit of national economic 
development.  
 

EGCI introduces policy makers and regulators to experts from both the U.S. 
government and outside organizations on building capacities to address technical, 
legal and regulatory, financial, and environmental and social impacts, including 
transparent management of licensing, revenues, and community engagement.  
EGCI taps into the U.S. government’s considerable expertise and capabilities in 
order to provide assistance that is tailored to the specific needs of individual 
countries.  U.S. government agencies that provide technical assistance through 
EGCI funding include: the Department of Interior’s U.S. Geological Survey, 
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Bureau of Safety and Environmental 
Enforcement and Bureau of Land Management; the Department of Treasury’s 
Office of Technical Assistance (OTA); and the Department of Commerce’s 
Commercial Law Development Program. 
 

State supplements assistance through EGCI with assistance through grants, 
cooperative agreements, and contracts that provide additional expertise in areas 
such as petroleum engineering, financial management, legal capacity building, and 
energy-related environmental issues.  
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Fiscal Transparency and Foreign Assistance 
 Since FY 2012, in addition to reviewing transparency of national budget 
documentation, the Department of State’s Fiscal Transparency report has also 
evaluated transparency in natural resource extraction licensing allocation practices.   
The most recent Fiscal Transparency report was published June 12, 2015 and is 
available on the website of State’s Bureau of Economic and Business Affairs.  In 
support of fiscal transparency, including with respect to extractive industries, the 
Fiscal Transparency Innovation Fund (FTIF) was created in FY 2012 to support 
government and/or civil society organization efforts to improve budget 
transparency including by building technical capacity in governments.  The FTIF 
has supported 47 projects in 35 countries around the world to date. 
 
Dodd-Frank Section 1504 Transparency Requirements 
 Transparent reporting of payments by companies made to governments for 
the extraction of oil, natural gas, and minerals help empower citizens to hold their 
governments to account for the decisions made by their governments in the 
management of valuable oil, gas, and mineral resources and revenues.   
 

In December 2015, the SEC released for public comment a draft rule to 
implement Section 1504, which requires that resource extraction issuers disclose 
payments made to governments in connection with the commercial development of 
oil, natural gas, or minerals.  Following the U.S. lead reflected in Dodd-Frank 
Section 1504, in June 2013 the EU adopted a transparency directive that requires 
similar disclosures from EU-listed and other large companies.  The EU directive 
requires project-by-project disclosures and covers the oil, gas, mining, and forestry 
sectors.  Norway has also agreed to follow the EU directive and both Norway and 
the United Kingdom have already incorporated the disclosure requirement into 
domestic law.  In addition, Canada passed legislation in December 2014 
introducing mandatory reporting requirements that were developed to align with 
the related U.S. and EU legislation.   
 
Treasury Department and IFI Activities 
 Treasury has the lead on U.S. government relations with the International 
Financial Institutions (IFIs), including the World Bank and other multilateral 
development banks (MDBs).  Treasury has, in line with legislative guidance, 
advised the IFIs and the public that it is U.S. policy to vote against any assistance 
by such institutions for the extraction and export of natural resources if the 
government of the country has done one of the following: (1) prevented through 
laws and regulations the public disclosure of company payments as required by 
Dodd-Frank Section 1504; or (2) not adopted laws, regulations or procedures, in 
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the sector in which assistance is being considered, for accurately accounting for 
and publicly disclosing payments to the government by companies exporting 
natural resources, independent auditing of such payments, and public disclosure of 
concession agreements and bidding documents allowing in any such disclosure for 
the redaction of, or exceptions for, information that is commercially proprietary or 
that would create competitive disadvantage.  Treasury officials consistently stress 
the importance of resource revenue transparency in Board consideration of MDB 
projects, country and sector strategies, IMF Article IV consultations, Poverty 
Reduction Strategy Papers, diagnostic studies, and in bilateral meetings with 
country counterparts.   
 
Department of Energy Programs 
 The Department of Energy promotes and encourages energy sector reforms 
through various ongoing consultative and cooperative mechanisms (energy policy 
dialogues, bilateral consultations, multilateral forums such as the G-20, 
cooperative programs and exchanges) at the ministerial level, with several key 
EITI implementing countries, and with some of the countries that have expressed 
interest in participating.  These efforts include a focus on promoting good 
governance; enhanced global transparency in the extractive industries with a 
special focus on data transparency; the establishment of stable regulatory and 
investment climates; and adherence to open and competitive bid processes.  
Specific activities that support the EITI objectives include discussions of best 
practices that could be included in draft legislation and policies, as well as 
regulatory capacity training in host countries and the United States. 
 
Conclusion 
 Promoting transparency, accountability and improved governance are key 
U.S. foreign policy objectives that involve numerous U.S. government agencies, 
organizations, and institutions.  The United States remains a leader in transparency, 
accountability, and good governance in the energy sector.   The United States will 
continue to strongly support the EITI, EGCI, and related efforts, and will continue 
to work for improved transparency in the energy sector. 
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