2016 At a Glance
Despite its challenges, we celebrated
many significant achievements in 2016.

in peru , we won evidence from Newmont, a U.S. mining giant, to use in a criminal case

This is a snapshot of our work last year.

in colombia, we stood by the U’wa Nation in Colombia as they made their case to

We remain committed to holding
companies and international financial
institutions accountable for human
rights violations, supporting brave earth
rights defenders around the world
jeopordizing their safety to protect their
families and the environment, and
working toward a healthier and more
prosperous planet.
Thank you for your continued support.
We couldn’t do our work without you.
To review our complete 2016 Annual
Report, please visit our website:
> www.earthrights.org
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We trained
indigenous activists
in the EarthRights
School Mekong
from ethnic Mekong
River communities.

against the company in Peru.

the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR). In 2015, the IACHR accepted
the U’wa’s petition against Colombia for its failure to protect U’wa territory and respect
U’wa norms that prohibit the exploitation of natural resources.

in nigeria , we filed a new case against Shell’s lawyers in New York, so that Dutch

lawyers planning to sue Shell for Nigerian abuses can use all the evidence from the Wiwa
v. Shell and Kiobel v. Shell cases—and we won.

in myanmar , we fought alongside 33 farmers who are protecting their land rights
after companies attempted to seize their land which neighbors the Thilawa Special
Economic Zone (SEZ).

in india , we challenged the World Bank Group’s private lending arm’s role in funding
a controversial power plant that has harmed fishing communities in India.

in thailand , we created materials for communities in Thailand to learn about
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and their rights to participate and negotiate in
the approval process.

Instead of one session at
the EarthRights School
Myanmar, we had

2:

One focused on strategic
advocacy campaigns around
coal and the other focused on
organizational strengthening.
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We released
storytelling projects that
share the stories of earth
rights defenders from
Myanmar and Cambodia.

Where we work

www.earthrights.org

Letter from the Directors
Dear Friends,
What a difference a year can make. Of
course we could say that every year, but
2016 certainly stands out as a year of
extremes for us. We look back on our
significant achievements with the
sobering knowledge of the setbacks that
have begun in 2017.
But let’s consider the good news first.
We celebrated a number of victories,
including a long-awaited decision in our
case against Chiquita for hiring
paramilitary death squads in Colombia.
Citing the dangers to Colombian earth
rights defenders and their lawyers, the
judge ordered the case to proceed in
the United States, sending an important
message to all corporations that the
doors of U.S. courts remain open to
victims and survivors regardless of
where they come from. Likewise, our
suit against challenging the legal
immunity of the World Bank’s
International Finance Corporation
advanced quickly, as our lawyers
prepared to make oral arguments
asserting that nobody—even the World
Bank—is above the law.
Our success extended outside the
courtroom as well, as we helped mobilize
villagers in Myanmar to resist coal as a
centerpiece of energy development.

We continued to advance innovative
strategies such as our Community Driven
Operational Grievance Mechanisms in
Cambodia, Vietnam and Myanmar,
demanding that communities have a voice
in development, and putting companies on
notice of the financial and legal
consequences of destructive projects. We
put mining companies on notice in Peru
and Canada, and we celebrated strong
transparency rules that were finally
promulgated under section 1504 of the
Dodd-Frank Act. ERI had to sue the SEC
twice over the past five years to issue those
rules, but in 2016 we celebrated that good
things come to those who wait.

The core purpose of the international
human rights system is to protect
citizens and communities against
government power and abuse, and to
establish a common core of dignity and
justice that links all people regardless of
who they are. The hallowed notion of
rule of law – a cornerstone of democracy
– embodies the same ideals.
These are our ideals. ERI’s mission to
leverage the power of law to serve and
build power of people and communities
in the face of extreme corporate and
government power could not be more
urgent or timely. We find ourselves up
against shocking setbacks in law and
policy, and our deft and resourceful staff
are reacting with renewed determination
and creativity.

Or do they? It’s become clear now that the
new administration has no intention of
regulating or holding its corporate friends
accountable; indeed one of its first acts was
to gut those 1504 rules, enabling oil and
mining companies to make secret payments
to foreign governments once again. Our
belief in legal strategies to address the
injustices of climate change is strengthened
knowing that our executive and legislative
branches are even more stacked with
leaders from the industry that caused so
much of the problem in the first place. The
courts have always been our focus, and are
more important than ever in our mission to
protect human rights over corporate rights.

As an organization that has spent over
20 years representing the world’s most
marginalized communities against the
world’s most powerful corporations, we
are keenly aware that the pendulum
swings both ways. Organizations like ERI
are the critical energy behind the arc
toward justice. Thank you for sticking
with us for the journey.

Katie & Ka Hsaw Wa

Unrestricted

Financials

Total

Revenue and Other Support
Foundation Grants

$ 233,500

$ 2,624,625

$ 2,858,125

139,337

122,538

261,875

Investment Income

57,057

6,569

63,626

Other

10,400

-

10,400

Individual Contributions
Legal

Temporarily
Restricted

$ 1,549,348

Advocacy
Campaigns

447,453

Net Assets Released from Restrictions

EarthRights
Schools

267,977

Total Revenue and Other Support

International
Cross-Cutting

503,306

Satisfaction of Program Restrictions

2,897,960

(2,897,960)

-

$ 3,338,254

$ (144,228)

$ 3,194,026

2,768,084

-

2,768,084

Management and General

237,216

-

237,216

Development

313,961

-

313,961

3,319,261

-

3,319,261

18,993

(144,228)

(125,235)

Expenses

EarthRights International (ERI) is a nonprofit
organization that combines the power of law
and the power of people in defense of human
rights and the environment. ERI is exempt from
federal income taxation under section 501(c)(3)
of the Internal Revenue Code. This Statement of
Activities is excerpted from ERI’s audited financial
statements, prepared by Gelman, Rosenberg &
Freedman for the year ending December 31, 2016.

Total Program Expenses

Total Expenses
Change in Net Assets
Net Assets, beginning of year
Net Assets, end of year

2,891,124

4,816,574

7,707,698

$ 2,910,117

$ 4,672,346

$ 7,582,463

