
 

 
 

 
Myanmar Official Says Hpa-An Coal Plant Cancelled 
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April 4, 2018, Hpa-An, Myanmar  Myanmar Union Minister of Electricity and Energy U Win 
Khaing announced at a press conference on March 14 that the Myanmar government will not 
grant permission for the proposed 1,280 MW coal power plant in Hpa-An, Karen State. Local 
communities and civil society groups who have campaigned tirelessly against the proposed coal 
plant are celebrating this victory and welcome the news from the new Minister of Energy. 
  
"We are very happy and appreciative to hear the announcement of the Union Minister that this 
project has been cancelled. Despite our happiness at the result, we remain cautious. We hope 
that state-level government representatives will help reduce our concerns by following in the 

said Saw Aung Than Htwe, a member of one of the Hpa-An communities. 
 
We, the undersigned 131 organizations and networks call on the Myanmar Union government 
to  officially cancel all proposed and suspended coal-
fired power plants. We also call on the government to pass a national moratorium on coal 
power plants because of the devastating and irreparable harm they would cause to the 
environment and people of Myanmar. We further call on the government to create policies and 
laws to promote and regulate the implementation of sustainable renewable energy projects that 
are consistent with the needs and wishes of communities.       
 
In April 2017, the Karen State Government (KSG and Toyo Thai Power Myanmar Co Ltd 
(TTCL) signed a memorandum of understanding to conduct a feasibility study for the proposed 
Hpa-An coal plant. In June 2017, 42 Karen State-based civil society organizations and 130 
other civil society organizations released a statement against the project. In October 2017, the 

mailto:phoehein@gmail.com
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/coal-fired-power-plant-project-hpa-faces-wall-protests.html
http://www.mekongwatch.org/PDF/B_Coal-CSOs-Statement-20170621-ENG.pdf


KSG  and TTCL signed joint venture and lease agreements for 815 acres with a concession 
period of 40 years. The proposed project site was on the Thanlwin (Salween) River. Local civil 
society groups collected around 2,980 signatures from Karen State residents who opposed the 
project and submitted them to the Karen State Chief Minister. In November 2017, local 
communities gathered to demonstrate against the project. Despite knowledge of this 
opposition, TTCL persuaded the KSG to organize people from Hpa-An to go and visit Hekinan 
coal-fired power plant in Japan in an attempt to influence and promote their project in Hpa-
An. 
 

oject has been declared cancelled at Union level this remains unclear at state 
level. Public access to information on the project remains limited, and land has recently been 

Saw Nay Lin Htun, a member of one of the Hpa-An 
communities. 
 
It was also reported that TTCL attempted to implement the Hpa-An project in Karen State after 
having failed to do so in Ann Dinn, Mon State. The local communities in Ann Dinn strongly 
opposed this project. Around 5,000 people protested the project in 2015, and a result of this 
strong and continuous opposition, the Ann Dinn project was cancelled.     
 
Communities in Myanmar have continuously opposed coal-fired power plant projects 
throughout Myanmar, expressing serious concerns over forced relocation from their lands, 
pollution to the air and water, the resulting loss of livelihoods, and harmful consequences to 
their health. 
 
Renewable energy options also make projects such as the one proposed for Hpa-An 
unnecessary and inexcusable. Developing countries are installing renewable energy projects 
almost twice as fast as developed countries. Among the factors contributing to this shift is the 
decreasing cost of component materials and increasing efficiency of renewable energy 
technologies. In addition, renewable energy projects can bring electricity to communities across 
Myanmar much quicker than coal power plants and large hydropower projects.   
 
Rural communities in Myanmar have already successfully implemented more than 3,500 off-
grid sustainable renewable energy projects that are consistent with local energy needs and 
conserve existing natural resources. 
 
This moment presents an opportunity to discuss steps towards sustainable and decentralized 

community-managed alternative energy, and to open space for clear and people-centered plans 
Saw Tha Phoe, coordinator for Karen River Watch. 

 
The global trend towards renewable energy is also due to increasing awareness worldwide that 
coal emissions are a primary contributor to climate change and cause devastating impacts to 
the environment and human health. If Myanmar continues to develop coal power projects, it 
will miss an opportunity to become a leader in renewable energy, instead sacrificing the health 
of its communities and the environment. There can be no justification for the continued use of 
fossil fuels for power generation.    
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https://energypedia.info/images/4/4b/Productive_End_Use_in_Myanmar.pdf


 
Endorsing Organizations 

 
1. ဖလ ုံပညာေရး ဖ ုံ႕ၿဖ  းေရးးယူနစ္  

2. ကရငအ္မ   းသမ းဖ ုံၿဖ  းေရးအဖ ြ႕ (ကရင္ျပည္ူး)္  

3. အမ   းသမ းအဖ ြ႕အနစည္းမ ားက ူ္ရက ္(ကရင္ျပည္ူး)္  

4. '' ေျ လခမ္းသနစ ္'' ဆး္ေက ာ္သက္လယငးမ္ ား ဖ ုံ႕ၿဖ  းေရးအဖ ြ႕ 

5. ကရငသ္ဘာ၀ပတ္၀ူး္က င္္ႏခင္ွင့္ လယမႈေရးဆ  င္ရာ လႈပ္ရခားမႈက ူ္ရက ္(ကရငျ္ပည္ူး)္  

6. တရားမခ တလ တလ္ပ္ေသာ အမ   းသမ းမ ားက ူ္ရက ္ 

7. ကရငလ္ယ႔အ  င္ွင့္အေရးအ ပ္နစ   

8. Youth Heart လယငး္ဖ ုံ႕ၿဖ  းေရးအဖ ြ႕  

9. ပ င္ွင့္လငး္လယငးအ္ဖ ြ႕  

10. ပအ  ၀္နစာေပ္ႏခင္ွင့္ းဥေ္က းမႈတ  းတက္ျပူ္႔ပ ားေရးအသင္း(ကရင္ျပည္ူး)္  

11. မ ူ ္နစာေပ္ႏခင္ွင့္ းဥ္ေက းမႈတ  းတက္ျပူ္႕ပ ားေရးအသင္း (ကရင္ျပည္ူး)္  

12. ဒ မ  ကေရနစ လႈပ္ရခားမႈဆ  င္ရာ ကရင္ျပည္ူးအ္မ   းသမ းမ ားအ ပ္နစ   

13. '' ေထာင္းလးာ ွင့္'' ပညာေရးနစ နစည္းရာအဖ ြ႕  

14. '' ဇ ြကပင္ေျမ '' လယမႈဖ ုံ႕ၿဖ  းေရးအဖ ြ႕  

15. MATA ကရင္ျပည္ူး ္ 

16. အမ   းသမ းေရခ႕ေဆာင္အ ပ္နစ   

17. လယငး္အေျ ျပ သင္္ကားေရးနစင္တာ  

18. Youth Community Centre ( YCC)  

19. '' အ္ကင္ူ ာမ းအ မ ္'' ပညာေရး၀ူ္ေဆာင္မႈအဖ ြ႕ 

20. '' းယရ  '' ဘာသာနစကား သင္္ကားေလွင့္လာေရးနစငတ္ာ  

21. " Gate Way '' ပညာေရးျမင္ွင့္တင္မႈနစငတ္ာ  

22. ဘားအုံပညာေရးေဖာင္ေဒးရခင္း  

23. သုံလ င္အေူာက္ျ မ္း လယမႈဖ ုံ႕ၿဖ  းေရးအ ပ္နစ   

24. ဗ ဒၶဘာသာ မ   းဆကသ္နစလ္ယငးဆ္ မ္းေလာငး္အသငး္ 

25. င းူက္ျပာ လယမႈေရးအဖ ြ႕ 

26. Millennium Self Access Language Center  

27. Bridge for All 

28. SuriyaSanda Generation 

29. ကရင္ေက ာင္းသားမ ားရ ပသ္ာ (KSC) 



30. Research Institution for Society and Ecology (RISE) 

31. Interfaith Youth Cooperation Action For Peace (IYCAP) 

32. Thwee Development Network 

33. ဘားအုံလယငး္က ူ္ရက ္

34. မ ကရငလ္ယငးအ္ဖ ြ ႕ 

35. ဆာမယေထာ္ လယမႈဖ ုံ႕ျဖ  းေရးအဖ ြ႔ 

36. လယမယထာ လယမႈဖ ုံ႕ျဖ  းေရးအဖ ြ႔ 

37. ဟယးဖ  းကေပၚ လယမႈဖ ုံ႕ျဖ  းေရးအဖ ြ႔ 

38. ၀င္းဒရးသ္ကေ္မ းအေထာက္အကယျပ အဖ ြ႕ 

39. Karen Student Network Group (KSNG) 

40. Thoo Mweh Khee Migrant School 

41. Karen River Watch (KRW) 

42. Karen Women Organization (KWO) 

 

အျ ားေသာျပည္ူ းမ္ခ အရပဘ္ကအ္ဖ ြ႕အနစညး္မ ား 

43. Myanmar - China Pipeline Watch Committee 

44. Peace & Open Society (Kyaukse ) 
45. Myanmar Alliance for Transparency & Accountability (Mandalay) 
46. Farmer Union (Kyaukse ) 
47. Green For All ( ္ႏ ားထ  းထက းၿမ  ႕ူး္ ) 
48. Green For All ( ေတာငသ္ာ ) 
49. နစ မ္းလူ္း မ  းက တ ္
50. ေရ လ ပသ္ားမ ား သမမဂ (သပ တက္ င္း ၿမ  ႕ူး)္ 

51. နစ မ္းလူ္းျပငဥ္ းလ င္ 

52. အေျ  ုံဥပေဒျပင္ဆင္ေရးျပည္သယ႔က ူ္းက ္

53. ေရ္ကညန္စမ္း  

54. POPP (Peace for Peaceful Plurism)  
55. ျမတ္၀ူး္သနစ္ (Myat Won Thit) 
56. Myiny Ma Kha Guard 
57. Public Network 
58. EDU Wave 



59. East Light Development Group 
60. Bago Youth Network 
61. အလင္းသကတ္ူ္႔ 
62. ရ  းမ  နစသ္ယ (Yoma Vhit Thu) 
63. ေမာ္က ူး္သနစ္ (Maw Kun Thit) 
64. သြက ူ္းလယငး္အဖ ြ႔   ပ္ (Thae Kone Youth League) 
65. အလင္းေနစတမူ ္(Alin Say Ta Marn) 
66. ေရ ရ ပ္နစန္စ (Shwe Yeik Sit) 
67. ေရ က င္  နစသ္ယ  (Shwe Kyin Chit Thu) 
68. မႈ င္းက ူ ္းက္ (Hmine Network)  
69. PACE-G (Political And Civil Engagement Group)        
70. မ ူ ္ျပည္ူး္ MATA အဖ ြ႕  
71. မ ူ ္ျပည္ူး္အရပ္ဘကလ္ယမႈအဖ ြ႕အနစည္းမ ားက ူ္ရက ္
72. ေတာငသ္ယလး္သမားသမမဂ (မေက း) 
73. Simple Smile (ပ  က ၠဴ) 
74. ေမတတာနစမး္ေရၿင မ္း  မး္ေရးူခင္ွင့္ လယမႈဖ ုံ႕ၿဖ  းေရးအဖြ ႕ 
75. ၿင မး္  မး္ေရးူခင္ွင့္ ူ  း္ကားေသာလယငးမ္ ားအဖ ြ႔  
76. ေ  ညာေျမ အမ   းသမ းဘးဖ ုံ႕ၿဖ  းတ  းတကေ္ရးအဖြ ႔  
77. အလ ပ္သမား သမမဂ(ေရ ေရာင္မ   းဆက)္  
78. အလ ပ္သမား သမမဂ (ေထာက္ရခာပင္)  
79. ေနစတ တတရာ ဖ ုံ႔ၿဖ  းတ  းတက္ေရးအဖ ြ႔႔ 
80. ဧရားတ ျမနစအ္ေူာက္ဖက္ျ မ္းေဒသ ဖ ုံ႔ၿဖ  းတ  းတက္ေရးအင္အားနစ  ( ၉ - ၿမ  ႕ူး္ ) 
81. ေက းလကလ္ယငး္က ူ ္းက ္ 
82. သနစ္ပင္  နစသ္ယမ ားအဖ ြ႔  
83. ဧရားတ ျမနစအ္ေူာက္ဖက္ျ မ္းေဒသ ဖ ုံ႔ၿဖ  းတ  းတက္ေရးအင္အားနစ  ( ငဖြၿမ  ႕ူး္ )  
84. လ တ္လပေ္သာအရ ႈ  င္းအမ   းသားအငအ္ားနစ   
85. ပ င္ွင့္ျဖ ဖ ုံၿဖ  းတ  းတကေ္ရးအဖ ြ႔ ( PDO )  
86. ရ  းမ  ငး္အဖ ြ႔ (ေနစတ တတရာ)  
87. TANKS 
88. Humanity Institute (HI) 
89. Our Future Initiative (OFI)  

90. Southern Youth  
91. ေမတတာလကက္မ္း  
92. ၿမ တ္ၿမ  ႕ူး္ေတာငသ္ယလးသ္မား သမမဂ  
93. လမ္းနစအဖ ြ႕  



94. Tanintharyi Fisheries Partnership  
95. Tanintharyi Green Network  
96. Motherland   
97. သးုံဇာတေနစာင္ွင့္္ကည္ွင့္ေရးအဖ ြ႕ (တူသၤာရ )  
98. သးုံဇာတေနစာင္ွင့္္ကည္ွင့္ေရးအဖ ြ႕ (ပေလာက)္  
99. ၈၈ ပ ေလာ  
100. ၈၈ မ   းဆက္ (ၿမ တ)္  
101. အမ   းသမ းမ ား သမမဂ (ၿမ တ)္   
102. ေသ း  င္းသနစသာအဖ ြ႕  
103. National Network for Education Reform (NNER) - Myeik  
104. All Burma Students' Democratic Front - ABSDF ရြေဘာ္ေဟာင္းအဖ ြ႕  
105. Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender - LGBT  
106. ဆရာမ ားသမမဂ (ၿမ တ္ ရ  င)္   
107. သ ေ္ႏၶာ သးုံဇာတ ေနစာင္ွင့္္ကည္ွင့္ေရးအဖ ြ႕ (တူသၤာရ ) 
108. ၈၈ ေကာွင့္ေသာင္း  
109. FLEGT ဘ တ္ျပင္း  
110. ေတာငသ္ယလး္သမားသမမဂ(ေကာွင့္ေသာငး္ၿမ  ႕ူး)္  
111. ေက ာက္မ းေသ းေနစာင္ွင့္္ကည္ွင့္ေရးအဖ ြ႕  
112. ပ   ူ္ျမနစထ္ ူး္သ မ္းေရးအဖ ြ႕  
113. OFI (ဘ တ္ျပငး္)  
114. Tanintharyi Fisheries Partnership  
115. Dawei Development Association - DDA  
116. ေပ ကတ္  ငး္ေ  ာငး္ဖ ုံ႔ၿဖ  းေရးေကာ္မတ   
117. Dawei Watch Fundation  
118. ကလ ုံးထာ ဖ ုံ႕ၿဖ  းတ  းတက္ေရး ေကာ္မတ   
119. Cambridge Student Liberal Democrats - CSLD  
120. သတတ တ င္းေနစာင္ွင့္္ကည္ွင့္ေရးအဖ ြ႕  
121. မ  င္းပူလ္ယငး္အနစည္းအ  ုံး - MPYA 

122. ကရင္ူ ျပည္လယငးမ္ ားသမမဂ - UKSY 

123. ကးူ္းမ   းဆကသ္နစလ္ယငး ္- KNGY 

124. ကးူ္းအမ   းသမ းအနစည္းအ  ုံး - KyWO 

125. ကရင္ူ အမ   းသားလယငး္အနစည္းအ  ုံး - KNYO 

126. ကရင္ူ ျပည္ေက ာင္းသားမ ားသမမဂ - KSSU - တနစသ္ းပ မဂလတက္္က လႈပ္ရခားသယမ ား 

127. သုံလ င္  နစသ္ယအဖ ြ႔ 



128. Mong Pan Youth Association 

129. သုံလ င္သား  ငး္မ ား 

130. သုံလ င္ျမနစ ္ထ ူ္းသ မ္းကာက း္ေရးက ူ္ရက ္(SSN) 

131. EarthRights International 


