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PETITION 

Petitioner Esther Kiobel, through her Dutch counsel and attorney-in-fact Channa 

Samkalden, respectfully petitions this Court, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1782, for an Order granting 

Petitioner leave to issue subpoenas to obtain discovery from Respondent Cravath, Swaine & Moore 

LLP (“Cravath”).1 Petitioner seeks this discovery for use in contemplated proceedings in the 

Netherlands to which Petitioner will be a party. The discovery sought is limited to information that 

was previously produced by Cravath’s clients in prior litigation. 

This Petition is based upon the accompanying memorandum of law and supporting exhibits. 

Date: October 18, 2016  Respectfully submitted, 
 

/s/ BENJAMIN HOFFMAN, ESQ. 
Benjamin Hoffman, Esq. 
Bar Code for S.D.N.Y.: BH2543 
Columbia Law School Human Rights Clinic 
435 West 116th Street 
New York, NY 10027 
Tel: 212-854-3954 
bhoffman@law.columbia.edu 

 
Marco Simons 
Richard Herz2 
Upasana Khatri 
EarthRights International 
1612 K Street NW #401 
Washington, DC 20006 
Tel: 202-466-5188 
 
Attorneys for Applicant 

 

                                              
1 Section 1782(a) provides: “The district court of the district in which a person resides or is found 
may order him to give his testimony or statement or to produce a document or other thing for use 
in a proceeding in a foreign or international tribunal …upon the application of any interested 
person…” 28 U.S.C. § 1782.  
2 Based in CT; admitted in NY; does not practice in DC’s courts. 
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